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. WE.are a:great people! - ] on the graft to the District, Leader, to allow
" Possibly you may have noticed that be- | him to break the law and keep open on Suns
~oflit. But-even if I did not remind you, a . ~ _We._are a great people! So spiritual-
' cursoty.Elance at. the newspapers would * | minded are we that we allow ane” of the
-~ establish the fact-on your mind without doubt - | sweetést poetesses of the *“ ’48°" movement
CEOTATTTT T 1 o want for the common necessaries of life in.

epduestion. . . .| fowant | nece ‘ _
' We are a great people—we Irish. What | _an Australian city ; we look placidly on whilst
- large and varied ‘assortinent of characters | poet of the Fenian movement, suffered the
 loowing large in the public eye? Never a | degradation oﬁthe workhouse in Athlone
* day passes but someone with an Irish name |~ but we will turt out in Dublin jn our tens of
- £ dpes a stunt’-~to use an expressive Ameri- | thousands to cheer a Croker whose money is
lanism—that draws public attention upon | derived from blackmail upon crime, and
the Trish race and.adds another few pounds | from the graft levied upon poor Irish workers
iweight to the load of responsibility that race | as the price of being allowed to earn a living
is staggering under. -~ .| in the service of this cify. . v <
! Weiare a sreat people—wé Irish. Mr. We-dte a great spiritual-minded people 1
Neats comes all the way from Ireland totell | When W. B, Yeats, son of the gentleman .
us in New York that we, Irish, are a spiritual- | -whose remarks elicited the above comment,
 minded people, and every Irish saloon-. - " produced in Ireland a play, the ““ Countess
 keeper in America swells with pride as he ~Cathleen,” which purported to treat of a
. ready the modest eulogium, and then passes | ‘mythical Irish lady who in a time of famine
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- service of a

5 . TmSE OPINTON _

eold her soul to the Devﬂ in return for food .
“for the starving people-—-—-all the spiritual-
minded journalists in Ireland were horrified

at the suggestion. that an Irishwomian could
do such an act. Yet not one of them could

o .to or from the newspaper office of an
evening without passing’ ‘scores—and some- .
“times  hundeeds—of Irish girls whom ' the
pressure of want had driven to sell them-
selves body and soul for a crust of bread and
a slum to hide their misery in.

‘And every one’ of the spiritual- mmded.- )

- gentry.are su;::porters and upholders of a sys-
téem of society -which continually compels
this traffic by the Devil in the swéet young
bodies and ciean souls of our ITiSh malden—

‘hood. |

Spmtual-mmded eh? If Mr. Yelats were
one of the Irish working-class, and had beén

80 unforxunate as to work for: hzs living in the.

‘strong farmet ’ in Ireland, or -

to toil under the eye of an Irish-boss or con- .

tiactor in this country, he would be inclined

to believe that the spiritual side of their cha- .
racters at least needed a little more nourish-

- ment to keep it alive.
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We are a great peopie and 50 spmtual
too! When we remember" how the Irish
turned their backs upon their own language
and literature because they believed that it

paid them best to speak the language and
1ead the literature of their oppressors, all

‘this talk of spirituality is- calculated to brmg

on a, feeling of nausea.

Let us be frank with ourselves. I afn - as’

E great a stickler for the honoeur of the Irlsh

race as ever stepped in shoe leather, but
when 1 hear any man throwing blamey into

the race.by the shovelful, so to speak Lhave
the

same instinctive SUSplClOl‘l of their
motivés as [ have when a man praises me too

- profusely to- my. face.

And my suspicion is always 1ncreased .hsL

the fact that it is always some member of the

propertied classes who tells-us that our hills |

" are higher, and our valleys deeper, and our
‘grass greener, and our people holier than the -

same things elsewhere, for I observe that not .

~one of the blarneymg cap1tahst crew will -

ever consent to forego a.cent of their profit .
from our Iabour as°a trlbute to our common “‘;
spmtuahty | ~ |

Stawah

A NOTE ON -THE AWARD OF THE AGRICU? TURAL WAGES BOARD (IRELAND)
| "By J. J. MALLON “

(Secaetm Y of the Workers™ Representatwes on F our Irzsh Trade Bomfds) ’,

- THE ﬁrst reflection inspired by the remark-
;able award of the Agricultural Wages Board

is as to the expedition with which it has- |

been issued. Why this expeditxon? The
Department of Agriculture is not customarﬂy
a centre of ““ push and go.” Why has it sor
suddenly bestlrred 1tse1f? | -

| '_THE BRITISH BOARD SHOULD Fix FIRST

The question is not idle. Under thé Trade |
| Boards Act, when Boards have to be estab-
liskied in the same trade in Great Britain and
Ireland, the British Board is the first to:be
\ﬁconshtuted and the ﬁrst to issue ‘an award.
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There is reason in thls for Great Brltamlus;: :
economlcally much the -stronger country,
and it is well that she, rather than her weaker
neighbour, should set a stamdard.” In thé-
case of the Agricultural Labourer the ‘pres

~cedent of the Trade Boards Act has.'béen

departed from. Before the British - Board

18 constituted, the Board in Ireland has issued .

its ‘award. Thus the standard is set by .the -
poorer country and.the representatives of

the labourer are deprived of a stimulus-and |
“example which has greatly assisted their ¢ol-

leagues on the Boards for Tailoring; Shirt-
and Sugar . Con-
fectxonerya | :
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But ‘someone ‘may say, the different treat- | . AREAS. |  Per | Per  Per
ment accorded to Great Britain and Ireland | ‘grovpw, = ek D Houn
?ytg’érhament**compellegr l&he latter country | . For an g Ihom«, gw g%c Y e_:;. » 5d(.1
O € prompt action e point is of little g wours’ day ... 2L/6 3/7 - 43d,
- 10 hours’ day .. 226 = 8/9 — 4id,
1mpgftéﬁlc§., “That the Corn Production Act | GR(}LP T o Iour?’ AR 810 7 4.
- estanlis e q mlnlmum rate Qf 2“57{ 9. Week ( for an 10111'8 day . 18/ - 3. 43d.
T 9 hours’ ‘daF-.., L 19f-- 8y 4id.
ﬁ)r 3515 tzgdleg Ialéouﬁers in Great Britain - 10 houis dagf "0/-’ 374 3 |
eavin e Board thére to fix a higher | ;
- FEMALE WORKLRS OV ER EIGHTEE\ YEAR& OF AG'E
ﬁgm;ie 12 it chose) and eitabllxsged no corres- GROIE,P Lo o | §
~ponding minimum. rate for labourers in Ire- | or @i 8 hours) day . 18/ - 2/3 B4,
, 9 hours’ day ... 14:3  2/4 33d.
Iantd aI:C}:I téla;t consequently, the latter were GROU]E;II 10 hours’ dag‘;,' 15/« 2’;6} | '3} g
not. entitled to any minimum rate untll the | ™ . | X o
Yor an 8 hours’ day ... 11;3-—  1/10 28d,
~ Wages Board should fix it for them is quite | - %9 tours’ day .. 11710 1//_11§~ di L
“true. .-But-does this greatly matter? Could | gpopg'r’ o0 9% - /s it oaa.
- not. the 1Erxsh fﬁrm ;zlvmkers who have suffered | = Foran 8 hours’ day s 9/- 1/’{;: o %ﬁ .
s6 much in.their history endure for a‘little | 7 jours) 08y - 1 54
Ionger if it had beén to their advantage to |~ = 10 hours’ day o 10/ C R 2-(,1 -
~do so? Would it have been to their ad- ‘WHAT WILL THESE WAGES BUY" | |
~vantage? There can be little question that it - __ ,
~would. There can be little question that the 1 These: ﬁgures\ are very serious and very
- dismal -document now  under discussion | depressing. The highest hourly rate (over- ~
would have been impossible .if-it hdd been time excepted) ﬁxed fog, able- bodied men is
preceded by the" ﬁxmg of altogether higher - 5d., and the hlghest houtly rate for able-» o
- rates for Gr at Britain. Remember that the | ‘*odxed women is 3d. What is ‘one to say
Board in Great Britain cannot fix legs than | about such rates? Cost of living, according
25/- and, as this figure was adopted when - to the latest figures of the Labour Gaxzette
cost of Jiving was 1‘elat1vely low, it seems in-. '18 (extra food taxation” apart) 80 per cent. -
*evitable that it should fix app1e01ably more. “higher than it was before the war. In-the
-~ Would Irish labourers be content with 20/- | currency of 1914, therefore, the rate fixed -
if the lowest British rate Were.SO/ ? And | Dy the Wages Boa1d for men (the highest
now - 1et us splead out the ¢ dismal docu- ‘rate for men) is less than 3d. an hour; in the
| ment i . - same currency the highest rate for women'
VNG e . is something less thar 15d. 1~ These are the-
NA?}%&U}%%]}?A%B&Xé%z&ggggg BY o highest rates. The valueb of the . lowest #
- . rates (4d. for men and 2d: for Women) are
: SUMMER RATES. | ~ about 24d. and 1}d. respectively. - Fancy-a .+
MALE WORKERS OVER TWENTY-ONE m,ARS or Act. | Wages. Boaxd before the war fixing 24d. an
. ARFAS. -“?fgk por }foﬁil prertime |, hour for ‘men and 14d. an hour for women'
GROUP I.- .. 25/- — 42 &l . 7d What, one asks ‘in bewilderment, is the
,i%%%lg %r jjj‘ sl 51 fidd ot | excuse for such figures? - Compare them:and -
| . | ~ the rates fixed by the Trade Boards, to thhj‘
FE’\/,[ALE WORKERS 0‘4%% EIGHTEEN YEARS OF 1 have alluded : — | |
' - Per Per - . Per  Overtime
A : | | mNIMUM RATES FIXED BY. CERTAIN TRISH BOARDS
- vgﬁ.‘g%%%, - ‘,“ﬁ"}"‘_ | %""‘% Hear. PerFour. %%’gABLISHDD UNDER THE TRADE BOARDS ACT,
GROUP If. " - .12/6 2/1  «%d 83, C B
D ATTD T , N 17~ S : | ‘;\omen Men.
GROUP I .. 10/ -8 2 84 | p o Bores .. -4d perhour  7d. per howr
. S WIN“’I‘ER RATES | - ~ Tailoring - CLL 43d. o, ~ ’7(3 :
- MALE WORKERS OVER TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE. - Bhirtmaking ... 4doo, No rate fixed
“  ARE Ag o Per Per” . Per: R |
CROUP 1. . Week. Day. How. | THE GREEDY FARMER | |
f _For an 8 hours’ day .. 226 2/9'* ’gﬁ | - The Jowest rate in these tradee is thus ’75 5
.7, 9hoursiday .. 24 4 Bide | per cent. hlgher for men and 100 per cent.

» 10 houls day 25"’ ; ;4/J2,

%
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for women than the corresponding. minimum rate now fixed (25/-) is.worth in . |
purchasing power something about 14/-, ~
- LABOURERS, ARISE! P
The ‘moral of the award of the Board is -
only too plain, The farm worker during the:
~war has seen .everybody 'connected with
farming making money but himself. He has-
~worked harder but he has reaped no gain.
Though his trade has become more im-
_ portant—to the nation than any other his
wages, with an Act ‘of Parliament to help .

 higher | 1 ! DTres)
~rates (4d. and 2d.) fixed by the Agricultural. |
Wages Board. Yet while the war has |
brought to these trades serious difficulties in .|
respect of supplies of raw material and |
shipping, the war has brought to Irish.far-
mers their Golden Age. Wealth forces itself
upon them. --Without exerting any pro- |\
portionate skill or capacity, or bearing any
. proportionately enhanced trading risks, their
.industry brings them immensely increased
" rewards. What is the justification offered by
“them or by the Board for denying the

| them, are very much-whero they were, He .-
‘rer anv shate in this unmeri - and_his children are still ¢ffered a half life—
labgu;._f er any share in this unmerited abund- - a life of want and pain and-hopelessness. A
ancer. .- . | life-in which there is neither a basis of hap-
 ““ Any shafe” is; perhaps, putting it too |. piness for himself nor of gain for his nation. -
strongly. But not much. FEarnings of agri- He must refuse this dife.. He must reach

i

| ;"%f;iulsory

cultural labourers in - Ireland in- 1907
“averaged 11/3; as between that date and -|
“the beginning of the war wages were on the

“out to the new and full life to be had at the
price which others are willing to pay for it,
at the price of the resolution, courage, in- -

- syshem

~ body. ‘
over, can the ““right to strike,” if and
when a strike should be found necessary,

~upward move; average earnings in 1914 |
The highest

could be, say, 12/6 or 13/-

m}‘bitra'ﬁqﬁ and Conoiliation in Dublin,

The forward move recently made by the
warious grades of Labour in Dublin hag
&0 far as can be judged by the arbitra-
tion awards Dbeen attended by & com-
soratively high degree of success, The
%ecision's of the arbitrators have invari-

ably given satisfaction, and, «on fhe.

whale, .1t may be said that the arbitration
Thas proven successful. The
offorts’ of the Lord Mayor of Dublin o

bring about an amicable settlement in.

the varioug cases in which he has integ.
ested himself have been attended with
great success, upon which we heartily
congratulate him. We lope the same
success will attend his present negotia-
tions for the formation of o prrmanént
Conciliation Board for Dublin. If Labour
can advance its claims without resort to
the gtrike, so much the better for every-
Under no circumstances, how-

be given up. Bystems of so-called com-
arbitration, “coneeived and
ramed by capitalist Parligments, in-
fringe upon that liberty of the, subject
of which we once heard so much ; in addi-
tion, they strike at the very roots of
rade Union. puwer, A man without the
right to withhold his labour, if he iy con-
vinced that only by such means can he

‘edvanco himself ahd his fellows, is not a |

4
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- Notes and Comments.

L complete man; @ Trade Union under

similar circumstances is 4 shorn Samson

_without the power to produce more hair.

The formation of a Uouciliation Board
for Dublin is something that can beé wel-
comed by all. It will be a purely
voluntary body, and will be advantageous

- ta Labour, inasmueh as should coneilia-

tion fail, the public will be in a position
to understand the cgusa of failure. To
the Secretary of the Dublin Trades Coun-
«cil, Mr. William O’Brien, belongs the
credit of suggesting in a letter to the
Press the formation of such-a Board.
That in itself is sufficlent’ guarantes that
the interests of ILabour will be gafs-
guarded. : :

Strings to Cur Bow. T
The favour of Labour is being assidu-
ously courted just now.

winning way, and My, Kamon de Valera
has lost no time, in following his example,

The Tesolution of the Sinn Fein Conven- -

tion conceding to Irish Labour the right
to fair and reasonable wages was not by
any means encouraging.. It was & reso-
lution to which the assent of even MY,

1 WA Murphy might have heep-seeured—|.
It did not go far énough, and it Bore

uponr the face of it timidity and trepi-
dation. The Labour demand io-day goes

ratlier }.)é.yond ‘fai;‘, apd ' rea';gsomble wages ;.
the Dritish Govermment is prepared to |

pusly , now. My, Jogeph-
- Devlin coquebttes with it in' his usual

telligence, and class loyalty which feed and
are fed by Trade Unionism. = .=

offer, in fact has actually offered, some

ghare in diredtion- to PBritish Lahour.

This being so, there is not much to be.

gained from Mr. dé Valersa’s. sbatement

in his ‘Mansion House speech ¢ that in a -
free Ireland, with the social conditiong -

that obtained in Ireland, Labour had a

far better- chance than it would have in

capitalist ~ Hugland,” =~ ¢ Our labour
policy,”” continued Mr. de Valera, ““is a
policy of a free countty, andgwe ask
ibour to join with us tg Tree the

country. We recognise that we can
never fres it without Labour. And we

“say, when, Lahour frees this country—
helps to free it—Labour can look for its

own share of its patrimony.” We agree
that ‘“ to fres the country’’ is an objech

worthy of all the devotion that men can

give to ib, but ab the same time we wonld
urge. taat, pending this devoutly-te-he-
wished-for conswmmation, men and
women must live ahd vear the families

upon which the futuro Ireland depends,

What Mr, de Valera asks in effect is

- that Labour should wait till freedom is

achieved Dbefore it claims ‘ its share of
its patrimony,”’ There are! free. coun-

tries, “éven - Republics, ~where TLahoub
claims ‘‘ its share in its pairimoeny’? in
vain, Wea can work for freedom, and we . .
will, but at the same time we’ll claim our

share of our patrimeny when and whers

opportunity offers.

Lgontinusd on Fage 9.

Py,



R

¢ . .
. - ‘5
Ry - » Lo . b -
sy B . .
pompn il agad PR k4 e .

L L YRR
it S aats

} " Drommper T, 1917,

! The isolation of Ireland from all modern
i democratic movements is so easily ex-
i plained by the peculiar circumstances of
i our national struggle that we are only
} too ready to acqulesce in the belief that

# such movements do not concern us. Our’

# thoughts and energies have been go long -

concentrated upon the single problem:of -

-political freedom, that we have remained

ablivious of the fact that the rise and
development of capitalism hiave geriously

nmodified the concept of freedom, as
PredvsgtengFRiesessentially political re-
i volutionaries of-the eighteenth and early
d nineteenth centuries. We are still using
-rltermsi ‘whose primitive significance has
g largely ,

| tarded industrial evolution does not at
once expose the illusory nature of the
ideas current in most of our discussions,

it is possible to argue with impunity in

~ a languagewhose meaning is no longer
that popularly aseribed to 15. 'We discuss
national questions in blissful ignorance of

the discovery that economic.power pre~

cedes and conditions political power—a

- discovery which las profoundly affected |

vanished,  and - because our re-

. the demaocratic thought of our time and

has given a new direction to-Labour,
. . on %

B =3

-, Since the death of James Connolly it
- is impossible to divorce national
tabour problems in Ireland, mlthough the
desire to return to our earlier insularity
- has heen evident in the disposition in cer-
tain quarters 1o shelve Connolly and to
“maintain silence on precisely those ques-
tions which lay r
‘have had to wait until to-day for a jour~
nal' devoted to-the interests of Irish
- ‘Labour, in spite of the abundance .of
-periodical and fugitive literature which

has marked the ascendancy of the repub-

lican movement. Now, Connolly was our
' link -with the general world movement
towards political and industrial freedom,
_ The breaking of that link was, indeed, a
& triumph for the friends of reaection in this
country, and there is no doubt his arch-
antagonist considers as well sgpent  the
ingurance charges which have reimbuntsed
him for material lossesdn O’Connsll 8t.
B Anyhow, he could make up
i Sinn Fein readers of ¢ The
§ something of the financial loss’ involverd
i by exile 1o Abbey Street. Meanwhile it

8 not merely the memory,
o the ideals of James Connolly,.

g ] g o ¥
T that end it will be necessary for us
¥ to keep in conthct with those enpapged in
E other countries in the fight which we must

8 country free in the only sense-~the
economic sense—which has any signifi-
cance in the world of modern capitalism,
The two great international forces in von-
temporary history are capital and labour,

Fhe ‘ 1

and

earest to his heart. We-

*

through the
Independent,’”

 is our intention in this place to keep alive,
but, sbove all,

B wage in Ireland, if we would see our |

~ International Notes. -

may be, whatever the minor divergencies
between the aims and interests of thesge
forces, as between country and country,
‘at bottom each is werking for the same
_ends in every country. Capitalism is in-
tent upon rétaining the bond of wagey
- to the greater glory of production for pro-
fit; Labour 1s, consciously or uncon.
sciously, strugg’ling; ‘against the pura-
lysing grasp of the wage system. The

- varying dedress of industrial development -

- necessafily affect the particular form of
this struggle, but this fact idoes mnob
obscure, -&ough it certainly weakaus, the
international solidarity of +he wage '
earners. The pewer of the capitalist inter-
national has been revealed oy a grand
scale by the present war, so that not’
even the most insular patriot can continue
.to profess a Platonic affection for Labour,
while affirming indifference to the activi-
‘ties of every nation but his own. The
- weakness of the former will be measured
by the strength of the latter, -
» 9 LI N
The difficulty of obtaining a kearingon
~ this issueig peculiarly great in a coantry
- where -international questions are dis-
cussed in purely abstract terms. We con-
stantly hear of “ England ¥ and ‘‘Ger--
many,’”’  ‘‘ Americs and France,” as if

entity, endowed with a single intellectual
faculty, and inspired: by a single rsecial
and political policy. When we talk of
_“England,” do we mean the followers of
~Northeliffe, Curzon and Bottomley? - Or
have we in mind the important and variad
enemies of that trip? It does make a -
difference whether ‘“The New Age,”’
“ The Nation,” or ““The Times’’ speaks
on_behalf of the English people. Simi-
larly, when we are assured of the virtues
of *“ America,”’ whose harshness is alleged
to be the dastardly work of ¢ England,”
dg we include in this whitewashing that
“ America,”” which sentenced a man to
ninety days’ imprisohment for distri-
buting extracts from the Declaration of
Tndependence? Was it Dublin Castle or
Mr. Redmond who deported Larkin, sup-
pregsed all the American Socialist napers,
and sent Emma Goldman to penal servi-
tude? - Ohviously, there must be an
‘“ America ”’ which can think of such
things without the assistance of her-
Allies, most of whem are infinitely more
democratic and tolerant, ‘
IR S
Our national journalists and speakers
are very fond of quoting the exceptional
manifestations * of politieal or other
activity in forelgn countries, but only
with a view to ‘seoringg debating points,
not, for the purpose of relating the par-
~tieular instdances to any general policy.

| The scandalous treatment of conscientious

" objectors, or the monstrous profits of the

IRISH OPINION' -

for, however different local conditions |

try. -
torical amimunition to the rigid notignal-

foreigner in a foreign.country.

these words stood for a  homogeneons-|

ing at the Peace Conference, '
the risk of finding ourselves on the same

eracy,

s et

shipping companies are mentioned as
proot of the wickedness of *‘ England,”
yet every socializt knows that such phetio-
meng are general, and cannot be used as
specific arguments against any one coun-
These abuses, which are mere ora-

ist, are a great deal more to the people in
whose country they oceur, and they are
denonnced with a vigour increased by the
fact that the critics=have-an-alternative
system which will eliminate the evils they

“abtack. It is rather absurd for a journal

whose social policy is to advocate un-
bridled” capitalismn, provided the veneer
.be patriotic, to presume to criticise pro-
fiteering, The procédure is remarkahly

- like that familiar dodge of the capitaligt

Press everywhere, which consists of en-
couraging socialism abroad, while de-
nouncing it 4t home. Doctrines regarded
as seditious and unpatriotic in France are
lauded as lofty-idealism, if professed by
a Liebknecht in Germany. X
return the compliment by extending their- -
approval to that type of Englishman or

- Frenchman whom they would promptly

Jimprison or shoot, if he were not &

& L1 N LN 1

L N V . ~ . P ‘ ’ -
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-~ English ;ﬂ.f,v,nd‘E ‘American Labour have
“shown themselves” all along most sym-
pathetic to the claims of Irish national-
1snd, hut-the same cannot he said for us
in, our comments . upon the affairs of
others, It must be the duty of those who
. gpeak on hehalf of Labour in Ireland to
show that this country appreciates the
efforts which are being made elsewhere
to destroy outr common enemies: In fact,
ouly such have the right to criticise re-
action abroad who are themselves fight-
ing reaction at home, ahd mere antagon-
ism to the Castle or the Party is not in
vigelf a guarantee of good faith. Re-
“action can, and does, fight reaction by re-
actionary means. We cann ot support the
worst enemies of democracy in Kurope

~and then argue that the case for an Irish

‘democracy will receive a favourable hear-
Even at

side occasionally with our immediate
opponents, we mugt act consistently from
first principles, It is not a principle of:
statesmanship, hut merely the opportun-
ism of ';iqht-mians, to support, morally or
materia

‘suit the exigencies of the moment. Irish
TLabour, at all evepts, will owe no allegi-
ance to any party whose fundamental
thought is a denial of industrial demb-
]

=l

. "

By a curious irony it is precisely thoss
who count most upon international sup-

port in the political struggle whose in-
diffarence to, and ignorance of, interns-
tional conditions is most marked. At
best their followers are regaled with lurid

‘he Germang .

ly, just whatever side happens to
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ond %a,xttial' glim%ses' of Buropean politics,
. whie

are described as a contest between
Preemasonry and ¥reedom, in which the
former, with the connivance of England,

- gewinming. This simplification may be very

$o

advantagous' in helabouring Redmond

“with Viviani, but it is excefidi‘ng,rly foolish
and dangerous. It is foolish, ] 5

other combinations and ﬁirtiqs, some of
which, like the French Royalists, would

- like nothing hetter than to destroy the

Grand-Orient for the purpose of weaken-
ing republicanism. Hence, indeed, the
donger of 1his ‘unc(l)uestioning campaign
againgt the Grand Orient, for the latter,

_ , because it |
- deliberately suppresses any reference t

whatever its evils, undoubtedly forms the

rallying point for all progressive and

democratic patrties., Why should Ireland,,
- which is not affected Ty _the politica

machinations of either Royalists or

KR

Masons, deliberately insult French re--

publican .feeling by censtant alufe of the
Grand Orient? If the French nation de-

cides that Mr, Léon Daudet and his in-

triguers are more desirable than the.
“ Jews, Protestants and Kreemasons >’

- whom they eternally revile, then the’

Grand Orient will be eliminated. Mean-~
while, we need not risk the alienation of

easure of ¢ scoring off ¥’ T. P, 0’Con-
nor’ . l - ’ ey ’

" ¥ N

] 4 A &

and_foreign aflairs generally, must be of
a different order, if we are to establish

 .any relations with- the world whose judg-

ment upon our case we/are inviting. The
_natural intermediaty bétween Ireland and
¥urope is Irish' Labour, whose ‘aim it
must be to remove from nationadism the

- - stigma of reaction which only too fre-

quently is - justified. ‘The only interna-
“tional tribunal which could conceivably
take a sympathetic view of our claim to

& vast and powerful section of republican
: chnmn on the Continent, even for the.
o p

_ Trish'references to Continental polities, :

- independence is a tribunal representing )
the democracies of the world, ~ Certainly

a die%ree of innocence and ingenuousness,
which cannot be reconciled - with any

understanding of the difficulties of demo-

cratic government, is demanded :of thosé

who put their faith in a conference of pro~-

fessional diplomats, delegated .to serve
the interests of capitalism and imperial-
ism, -An appeal to the Peace Conference
-would entail many risks which cannot now
be ad discussed, although they

nately

will he dealt with from time to time in the
For the mbment |

course of these Notes,
1t 18 enough to say that, granted such an
appeal be made, our best hope lies with
mternational demoeracy. '

® * R w

- It will be the function of these Notes
to co-relate the interests of Irish Labour
with those Iarger “aspects of democratic
- freedom which are almost completely ig-
nored by the Pregs of this country. We
must alter our perspective, and learn to

consider ourselves in relation to the wider |

movement towards industrial emancipa-
tion, if' Ireland is to take her place
amongst the demccmgies of the world,
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Life!”

CIf this dictum of Ruskin is true; Whlch |

are the most prosperous - of the nine

counties of Ulster? An answer to this
| question may be found at the Belfast

Public Museum, .where a child welfare

shown illustrating, the * Deaths of  in-
fants under one- year per 1,000 births in

| the mnine Ulster counties for the years

1915 and 1916”7

1915. 1916,

Ahtrj-m ene i‘-ﬂé, . ) eoe 093 ‘ 72
Armagh ... . aes . 87 78
DOWn eae ory Coeea 86 83
-Fermanagh won L83 62
Derry .. . .. we 82 61
Tyrone oie o, 81 80.
Donegal ... U -
Monaghan ees . .. B4 BB
Cavan . b - e BB 59

ra®

- exhibition is being held. A diagram is

2.
W5
.

b
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~ Editor, and business communications to the Managel at the

Office, '97 Dawson Street, Dublin.

Matter intended for pnbllcatmn in the following issue musﬁ -

freach the Ofﬁce not later tha:a Monday afternoon

Our Outlook

—

- For nearly two years now Labour has been. B
The cir- |
" cumstances which left Irish Labour voiceless

. without a voice in the Irish Press.

‘are within the knowledge of everybody, S0

‘that it is not incumbent upon us to enfer iitd
‘any explanation here and now.

“have become increasingly heaVIer as the
long drawn out slaughter called °‘war of
- attrition ”’ continues. The workérs of all
~_nations, neutral and. belligerent, have felt the
" Burden and sroan under it to-day.

Yet these
© two years have been critical years for the
wWorkers in every land. The burdens of war

| ‘Day by
‘day hundreds of.our fellow-beings are being

CIRISE OPINION o=

l

. killed and maimed ; day by daythe produce

of human brain and muscle, which ought to

" mhinister to the wants of human. beings, to ..
welfare and "happiness; “is |
... being diverted to the wasteful, costly in-
“» iquity of mutual slaughter.; and day by day |

" the cost mounts higher and higher, throwing
upon us~to-day and upon our descendants. |

their comfort,-

for generatlons to come a mountain of debt,
the interest upon which will strain the
workers’ patience to breaking point. . The

war debt of every land is a further shackle |
- upon the freedom of the workers.
" worker who must liquidate the enormous
- debt, just as it is the’ worker who must pay
'In pre-war days Eng- |

the interest upon it.
land was startled at the magnitude of ‘a
Georgian Budget. when the amount. exceeded

- £200,000,000, but that is merely a small indi-

~cation of Budgets to come. In 1910 the auto-
crats, the plutocrats d4nd the capitalists
fought and {ought successfully, against any
further taxation falling upon them They

o will do the "same again, and it is only the
| strength organised and, determined, of the:

It is the |«
- working-class politlcal party in Ireland as

| lost sight of.

‘movement. .
- given: by Trish- worker§ to this great demo-
_cratic economic movement, which can be of
such enormous value to the community.
English workers, French . workers,
- workers, and German workers have found
| the co-operative movement of immense ad-
‘l-";vantage to them in their struggle for econo-

‘same way for the same purpose. .

"and

Workmg democracy that**ean prevent a repe- -

tition of their previous success: We in Ire-
land must prepare for these things, no less

| frorn a national than from a democratic v1ew~
_point. It will be our endeavour to build up
Ireland a strong, ¢loselyorganised, well edu-
cated and self-reliant democracy.
“about this we shall assist every aspect of the
. democratic movement.

To bring
In the

industrial

~ sphere our Trade Union organisation must

" | be perfected. - o
- duced to join a union and take his proper

- place in the foundation of that future happy,

Every worker- must be in-

prosperous, contented, ‘democratic Ireland
of which we like to dream. Our Unions
must be made as nearly blackleg-proof .as
possible, and every effort must be made to

. bring about joint action wherever and when-
ever such action is required.
| joint action of the bakers, van drivers and
| clerks in the Dublin bakery case is an!
object lesson in tactics which must not bel
Another section of the demo-
~cratic army which will receive all the assist-

"The recent

ance we can give to it is the co-operative
Too little attention has been

Belgian

mic emancipation; and we can use it in the
It is the
complement of the Trade Union movement,

and every Trade Unionist should be a co-

operator also.” These two. movements to-
sether will build up_ a strong,;mdependent

they have done in other huropean countries.
T he need for such political action in Ireland
will be obvious to inost people. It becomes

insistent when we remember the problem of

~ reconstruction that will face us for solution -
when peace comes, for Ireland will-have her

problems no less than the other nations of the
world, and we must not forget the chaos 1hat

1 followed the peace of 1815.
In Irish aﬁ'alrs we shall give every support
the movement

encouragement  to

!
\
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know to be wrong, instead. of looking about
- us, discovering and analysing’ the facts™and
removing the causes where we can. Nearly-

- life generally. The interests of the com-

o iniqUitOUS system upon us. :

“‘munity as a whole, and not the sectional in~ -
terests of. any class or creed, it shall be our

privilege 'to advocate. In any industrial
revival or reconstruction in Ireland we shall
~ insist upon the- rights of the people against
" the rights of profiteers, capitalists and adven-

turers, who may see in Ireland an opportu-

‘nity to get rich quickly at the expense of our
‘people. We shall resolutely oppose the con-
scription of Irish people, whether for mili-
tary or industrial purposes.
- of compulsory service is abhorrent to us, and

we shall assist in- every way any effort of our

~people to resist the imposition of such an
- On the other
- hand, we believe that many of the social ills

from which our country suffers in our day |~ sent them wu :
| shouldinsist upon good and honest adminis-

can be cured by ourselves if we but recognise
our own responsibility and our own power.
The sweated condition of large numbers of
our workers;~the low wages, [ong hours of

work, insanitary factories and. workshops;

- these we can rectify ourselves. But we must

first recognise our responsibility and organ-
ise our powers. The-housing of our town
workers, the provision of all those amenities

. of life which makes the difference in death-
- rates between the working and other classes,

allotments and gardens, proper train and

framway facilities, will have our hearty sym- |

pazny and support. Education is one of the
subjects to which we. shall endeavour to
direct especial attention. In a country where
one policemdan costs as much as the educa-
—tion of 60 children every year this is a sub- "
ject of very great importance indeed. We

~~must have decent schools, well trained and

well paid teachers, many changes in curricu-
lum, meals for those who require them, rea-
sonably small classes; and more adequate
provisions for the secondary and university
‘education of the worker’s children. If we

had within our own country that sense of in- |

dividual responsibility for social evils ‘we
should have progressed a very long way
upon the road of amelioration. This sense of
‘personal responsibility is sadly lacking to-
day.- We are too prone to blame the political
status of our country for everything that we

AL wlages,

The very idea™ |

\ fyeedom. of our own
| "tion, and the economic freedom ‘of the

~ all the social ills of our country, as those of

other countries, can be at least improved-by-

- ourselves if we have-the will. Of course the
- political status of “our country

; has some
effect, but, pending thé&\gawn of that political
freedom for which we ,

countrymen shall work and strive, our efforts
will be directed towards the stimulation.of =
-an_active civic and local patriotism and a

“stfong popular- demand for clean local

government. Too often our people are satis--
fied when they have cast a vote or passed a
resolution—which is harmiess and inefféct-

. ive. Our workers should keep a vigilant eye

upon the actions of those they elect to repre-.
pon- local governing bodies and

tration. Much can be done by those bodies

towards the solution of some of our social
‘problems ; we must be insistent upon such
things being done.. We ‘shall support the

- struggle for the political freedom of vur own - -
~country in every way in our power, Political

dependence upon any country, government:

- without the consent of the governed, cannot .

in any way promote that sense of responsi-

" bility which we desire ; only self-sovernment
~and freedom can do this, and towards that

£goal we shall ajim. : ,
 In the realm of foreign affairs’ we shall
endeavour to secure the recognition of the
independent status of the Irish Labour Party
by the International Working Class Move- .
ment. Our claims have already been recog-
nised by the Dutch-Scandinavian Committee
in the calling of the Stockholm Conference ;

' but as vigilance is the price of freedom, we
- must be careful to guard that status we have
" 5o far attained. We shall endeavour-to- pro-

mote-fraternal relations between the working
classes of our own country and those of ali
other countries, and, by international action,
to obtain the support of the democracies of
tne world in the struggle for the political
and every subject na-

workers. We

shall oppose any e o
tion, in the bpose any exploita- .

words of Jarhes Connolly,

An common with our:

P
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¥ whether of class by class, of sex by tex, or | has on the whole-been-democratic in its out« |
‘of nation by nation.” ! Every emanation of | ook and in its methods. It has given much .
the imperialist spirit, every manifestation of | o the democracy of the sistér island and
implemau,sm i W’lf%teve}* form, we shall reso- much also to the world at large. - We are the--
_ igtgefgg’ggs?geeht Wiié é’ée?gﬁﬁ by }ni(f{?fﬁé " | - inheritors of a great tradition which we must
U e T ' Y 1 do our utmost to conserve and to propagate. -

world safe for democracy.”’- Democracy - , BRLNE gan B PRt
throughout the world must make the world We must keep. abreast of the best thought

safe for itself. We saw-that even the benevo-

lent President- Wilson, when the world’s )
democracies ‘were about to, discuss their
- future safety at Stockholm, in common with

his allies and dependents, refused passports
)to ‘his’ democratic nationals.  The world’s

Press applauded the action, even the capital- .
istic Press of our own country applauded the
action of the-British Government in refusing.

passports to (’Brien and Campbell. But

fortunately the spirit that actuated the con-

~ veners of the Stockholm Conference is not
by any means dead ; all the people cannot be

~4ooled all "the time either by Preésident

Wilson or Premier Lloyd George. It will
“assert itself when the proper timé comes, and

" that time its efforts must-not be frustrated by
any government.. The world is being made .

safe for democracy, but it is being made safe
by democrats in every nation throughout the
~world. #And in this great movement of re-

surgent democracy Ireland ‘must take its

part. Education and organisation must be
our weapons, and we must forge them before

of democratic Europe; wé must take our

~ place in its movements, and mustgive all the-
assistance in our power towards the remould-
ing of the democratic wosrld of the future,

To do that we must be democratic ourselves,
in our thought, in our outlook, in our
methods.
an apathetic, half-hearted thing ; instead, it

must be alert and vigorous. Our co-oper-
~ative movement must be made at least as
- good as, lét us say, that of Belgium, so that

Qur Trade Unionism must not be .

it can be of resd assistance to our industrial

and political action. Our politics must not

" be the soulless machine-made politics that
have been such a feature in the life of our

country in the past decade, but which now

“seems to be reaching its end. We are look-
img out over the warring chaos of the world,
and, though the war affects us, we §till have

time to contemplate the future, and so frame
a policy to realise our dreams.
make the best use of this magnificent oppor-

~tunity to bring into reality the statement of

We must

Michael Davitt, ‘“ Democracy will yet rule -

‘we can use them. The Ireland of the past

‘in this country.”

. NOTES AND COMMENTS— (Continued from page 4).

© The Irish Buiter Soandal,

We warn our readers that during the.
naxt three months there will be no butter
to be hought for love or meney, in the
Jarger Trish towns! And what is ‘i;lappen—

her surplus only. But during the winter
monthg there will be no surplus, there
-will not even be any for the Irish towns,
The_cold stores are empty.
foreign- or Colonial butter is to be ‘‘ re.
feased ’’ for tie Irish market—it is all to

of the Butter Control Cemmittas, Irish
creamery hubter is generally sold direct
to the refailer. This precioiis control,
congisting mainly of importers and whole-
sale merchants, insists that all Irish
butter for the British market shall be

Ang no

 inter supplies.

ing in tha case of butter is what we fear
will happen in the case of other foods

unless drastic restrictions on exports arve’

enforced. | | . _
High prices in the English markets
have tempted Irish creameries to sell all

their stocks for export, Innormal years,

. Dublin, Belfast. Waterford and Cork have
depended upon 1mg'orte‘d butter from Den-

mark, Siberia an

Under the new Bultey

Control scheme it is_proposed to pool all

supplies—home produced or- imported--

_and deal with the whole through (1) im-

porters, (2) wholesale agents, and (3)

7 freland is to be treated

retailers,
She s to he allowed to

generously !

supply her own needs first and to export

Australasia for their

- adays—but if the sam

. Afay and June next?

be retained in Great Britain,

So the position is that Ireland, after
exporting  immense quantities of butter
to England and Scotland during the

“summer months, will have to whistle

throughout the wintér because the British
butter merchants insist upon retaining
all imports from overseas for their own
cugtomers. With butter at 2/6 per lb.,

this may not make much difference to the

workman on 20s. or 808. a week—mar-
garine ig the height of his ambition now-

s

place ih regard ta beef, pork, oats, milk,
and potatoes, what will be our state m

As an example of economy in methods
of distribution, we commend the methods.

e “process tdlkes

trouble!

sont through the importers, then through
the wholesale agents, thence to the re-
tailer. It.is a mere detail perhaps that

the importer ig allowed 2 per cent. and

the wholesale dealer 4 per cent, for his
The Irish exiwc}rters offered to

the Faod Controller to do all the work fqr

2 per cent,, and considered they would
have been well paid at that rate, but no!l

the private exploiter must geb his chance

“to grease the Wheels of industry!”

TO OUR READERS.
Rezters would help to sproad the oire

culation of ‘fIrish Opinien* if they

salled on neighbouring newsagents and
saw that the paper was kept there,
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SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE
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 [Founded J- ANUATY - 1909]
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. Afiliated to the Irish'Trades Union Congrees and Lakour Party, anc,_mth all lcca.l “

Trades (Jounclls ‘Reg. No. 275. Appro&ed Bociety No 52.

‘THIS orgé,nlsatlon was established in order to provide for the workers“of this comntry -
a Trade Union with headgquarters in Ireland,  having .its affairs managed and =~

1 controlled by Irish ‘Workers, and its policy and prowlamme based «on Irish conditions,
g0 as to secure for all workers in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, bettd conditions

of employment, improved housing, a hlgher smnclard of living, and a fullar and. freel ;
who labour. ,
- A Live Umon for Lwe Worimrs ,
. -Thirty Branches. over 20,000 ‘Members,
. ~ . Jdoin Now! He who hesitates |s Iost!! -
If there is no Branch in your district, write to:—

— THOMAS FORAN, Geueral Presldent Liberty Hall "Dublin.
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. ——minimum rates.of wages

ARBAS,

- MALE WORKERS .OVER TWENTY-ONE

| Group IIIL.

— . . |

+ 13

11 -

DeorMper 1, 1917 = .,

V.

Adricultural Wages Bo

" TRISH OPINION

]

Order Fixing Minimum Rate of Wages for Agricultural.
" _Workmen in Ireland. = e

L B . .
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YA HERFAS on the 28th Septeinber, 1017, the Agricultural Wages Board, wnder the °
W powers vested in them by the Corn Production Act, 1917, made a prbpoga.l Yo o

areas in Ireland, and

and

WHEREAS said :-prdposal was auly' adverfiqe_d and- mblighed' on the 1st October, 1517; |

for different classes of agricultural workmen and for different

WHEREAS a month lias elapsed since the publication of the said Notice -

NOW THEREFORE WE, THE AGRICULTURAL WAGES BOARD FOR IRELAND,
‘having tonsidered the objections to the said proposal lodged with wus during the' said '

period of one month, do hereby fix

Minimum Rates of Wages as hereinafter

sbtated for

the different groups of areas in the Schedule hereto annexed and subject to the Condi-
tions hereinafter stated, which shall apply except in so far as otherwise’ especially -

provided in thissOrder, as follows:—.

TABLE OF SUMMER RATES.

'MALE WORKERS OVER TWENTY.ONE
~ " 'YEARS OF AGE. :

. Per . Per Per Overtime _
: , Week, . Day. Hour, Per Hour.
Group I. .. 25/- 4 bd. 7.
-GroupIl,. .. 22/6 397  43d. - 63d.
Group IIT, ... 20/4 . 34 4d - 6d

FEMALE WORKERS OVER EIGHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE, T

AREAS. . Per - Per Per Overtime.

_ Week, Day. Hour. Per Hour,
Group I. . ... 15/ /6 ad., 44d.
Gl‘oup I7T. vos 1?:,6 2/1 . : 2%(1. o 3?(11
Group IIT, .. 19/~ -~ 1/8 - "2d.- ad.

N

-

... TABLE OF WINTER RATES,

ol ———

o YEARS OF AGE.
AREAS. ~ °

Per . Per DPer
. ‘ - Week. Day. Hour.
. Group I. ' : : A
For an 8 hours’ day ..  22/6 3/9  bid.
s 9 hours’' day . ... 24/- 4/ b5id.
 » 10 hours’day .. 25/~ 4/2 - 5d.
" Group IL. o . ,
For an 8 hours’day ... 20/6 3/5  5d.
s»» . Yhours’day .. 21/6 3,7 4id.
. 10 hourg’ day . 2206, 3/[9  43d,
IS G’I’OII]_J III- ) . . v K M ’
For an 8 hours’ day . 18/ 3/- - 43d.
T s 9 hoursday e 1940 3/20 43d.
»»  10-hours’ day ... 20/ 3/4 4d.

FEMALE 'WORKERS OVER EJIGHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE. s
‘ Per Per

- AREAS. Per
: R Week. Day. Hour.
Group I, . . A .
_ - Tor an 8 hours’ day ... 13/6 . 2/3 - 3id.
' 9 hours’ day ... 14/3  2/4% 3id.
» _10 hourg’day " “.. 15/-« 26  3d.

Group II S
1/10% 23d.

For an.8 hours’ day ., 11/3
R 9. hours’ day ... 1110 -1/113-23d. -
" _10hours’day * .. 19/6 | 2/1, 2id,

SRR T Y

For an 8 hours: ddy
: ’ 9.hours

‘. 10 hours’ day . .10 1/8 . 2d.

“Where a farm or holding is partly situated
in one group’ and- partly inanother,-the
minimum wage.pdayable on such a farm.or

‘holdihg ‘shall be the miinimum ‘wage applic- -

able to the group in which the main or
prineipal : part .of the farm or holding is
situate. S R

In reckoning the wage payable in cash to
a workman the employer may -take credit

- for the value of customary . benefits or ad-
~yantages,; other than cash, not being henefits
or advantages prohibited by law,

from him by the workmai

9L 16 9id., |
da’y Jwew 9;!6 ;4\.5‘?‘1?1/7 4 Lh 2%(14,._-

. 9. Where .the contract.of

received

The value of such benefits and advantages
may be fixed by agreement between the em-
ployer and the workman, and in default of
or in the absence of such agreement may be

———

- regulated, determined, or varied from time
- to time by the Board.. - e,

CONDITIONS,

1. The Miﬁimum.Wagé. as set out in the
Tahle of Snummer Rates shall apply at all

.periods of the year except in the  period.

rom the Monday mnearest. to the 15th of
November in each year, and for thirteen
weeks thereafter, which shall counatitute the

Winter Period, 'and to which the Wi:nter'_

Minimum Wage shall.apply,
2. The working week
working days. . .
3. The working day for the Summer Period
shall be a.day of ten working hours (exclu-
sive of meal hours). : ) ,
4, The ten. working hours may.be agreed

- on between -an employer and his workmen,

but "all hours worked over ten hours or

-before 6 a.m. or after 7 p.m. shall be counted
' ast' overtime,
rate, . ~

and paid for at 'the overtime

‘5, Ther Winter working c'la,y shall be com-

| puted at not less than eight'working hours,

but may, by agreement, be nine workin
hours or the full ten working hours. (All
being exclusive of meal honrs.) - -

6. Overtime in the. Winter months shall ?ot.
en -

begin until after.a working day . of
hours has been . worked, but all time worked

over ten hours or before.6 a.m., or after 7.
.p.m., 'shall be:counted ag overtime and paid
.{ .for at the overtime -rates set out in -the
Table of Summer Rates, - o ,
7. Nothing, however, shall prevent an em-

ployer aud his men at any period .of the
year outside the Winter months. agreeing to
a -working -day_of a-lesd number of hqurs
than ten. The Minimum Wage for such an
agreed working day’ shall, 1f the working
hours be eight or less, be -at the: daily and
weekly rateg set out in. the Table, of Winter
months agreeing to a working day of a less

.numher of hours than ten. The Minitaum

Wage for such an agreed working day shall,
if the working hours be eight or less, he. at
the ‘daily and weekly rates .set out in the

‘Table of Winter Minimum Rates for a work-
.ing- day of-eight hours, and if the agréed

working ‘day be over eight and -not-exceed-

3

ing nine hours, the Minimum Wage_ for. such -
‘agreed working day - shall:be not less than

the Minimum-Wage payable for nine hours

. adcording -to- the said, Table. If “the agréed

working day be, over nine hours, it shall be
paid -for at the rate.provided- for a ten hour

day. . Any . time worked over the agreed .|

number of hours or before 6 a.m, or after 7
p.m.’ shall ‘be counted-as overtime.and paid
fgé: %t ‘th? ﬁy,ertimc rates mentioned.

- 8. In totaling
any time less than . half an hour.shzll be
taken to be half an bour. - :

v

for work by the hour, and where on'any day

ghall not be less 1

- Ireland. - -

hall be a weef of- 8ix

Jirmiself of any - remedy ope

the number of hours worked, |

gerviee provides

wee e ¥

the number of hours worked is less than

half the’warkin%‘ day, the- wage: payabls
han the amount payable at

the minimum rate ‘for half a day’s wotk, -
10, Ploughmen, , catflemen, yardmew, and
milkérs whose hours. of work, owing to'.the

nature of their emplo¥ment,’ |cannot  he
wolk over-

strictly limited, and who have t

time, shall .not be subject to the  ovértime ——-

provisions contained inm this Order, bup shall
be paid for all overtime and Buuday work

an inclusive amount in excess of the, Iﬁignir"r

mum rate as,fclliaws -

Group I sviina 3fmoweek,
GrOup A i IIQ B sean?t ’-o-:a.v‘vo ”D 21'6 a’ ’chk-
G‘Ioup ~III.0 Petdseinsrvarenn | 2[' a ,)Wf‘,’:ek:’

11. Hired workmen boarded asud‘:lorlge_d}'in ‘
their empldyers’ house, axd " ngt - being -
ploughmen, cattlemen, yardmen, or milkers, -

shall not be ihcluded in.theé overtime. pro-
visions of this. Order, but shall be paijd such

a 'rate. of wages (not being less; than the

minimum wage fixed hy this Order)-as sha

be agreed upon to cover’ all overtime -ané

Sunday work, .. . e PR
12. Herds who, dre. under a contragt of.ger:

vice to workueonstantly a full working day -

for their employers,; and whose héurg. of
work, owing 1o the nature’ of tléir .crmploy-
ament, cannot, be strictly limited, and:wh
have to work overtime, shall not be subjec

 to the overtime provisions contained:in this

Order, but shall be paid an inclusive amount,

'to cover all gvertime’ and Sunday-.work, a8
'in the case of Ploughmen, Cattlemem;-Yard-
- men,and -Milkers... = ' A

» Y 2 ! 3 " i w'
13. Herds under no obligation {o -givé', cons

‘stant service to their -employers shall not he
- deemed to be included: in the classes of work-"
1 men_to whom the minimum wage.fixed by

“the Board under this Order is applicable.:

14. Marketmen or . Carters whose hours of
work, owing-to the nature of their emplay-

ment cannot-be strictly. limited, shall not he
rovisions contained.

¥,

aubject to the overtime® ! ”
in this Order; but shall be paid such Wweekly
wage (ot heing less"than the minimum, wage

fixed ‘by-this Ordér) as shall be.agreed upon, .

i enver all overtime and Siunday work; .
15, Nothing .in this Order shall take away
from the workman his: right .to receive for

the ‘full period of ‘his contract of-serviee 4 .

wage not less than.the minimum. wage as. de-
fined in this Order, and in the absence of an
express agreement to the ‘contrary the con®
tract—of wervice shall- be deemed. to he- a
contrast by the .week. Provided. that:nothing
shall compel an employer to pay-wages g a
workman, for time lost’ by .his coming late

' to work or .Jeaving his work before the ap-

pointed time, or . absenting. himsplf. [from
work, or-shall prevent an employer availing
to him by law
for such-or- any- other breach -of.contract
expresged or implied, - = . , P .
16, The ,provisions of -this Order ghall take
effect ag from the 10th day of November,
1917,.and sHall remain in force for a period
of ong year from ,that date or-unti cans
celled” or varjed either wholly or:in - part,
by the Board. * - L
‘CHARLEZ H. O'CONOR,” Chairman;
B, Mo GONNINGHAM, . . . . .
KILLANIN, -
CORS, BUCKLEY,
TIMOTHY RALEIGH, -
M.. . RUSSELL, e
B M., ARCHDALE, ‘ .
- WALTER NUGENT, . - .7~ v -
7. B. PONSONBY, '
‘ROAVBUTLER, ' - o v -
. J. C.. NOLAN 'F:_ERRALE‘;?,SQCYB{JBIy{
{4 4t.: Stephen’s Greem, S S
Dublin, November. 10th,<1917.... = .
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$CHEDULE OF 'GROUPS’ OF -AREAS, ; 4
T emoup Lo -

o uster, t .
* County Antrim, all the.Urban: Distiti,ctg,
-and that portion of the County Antrim-con.

. tained in the Rural Districtg of Ballymoney, -
Ballymena, *. Antrim, . Lisburn, - Agalee,  and

the Rural District of Larne, except the-Dis-

triot . Electoral ; Divisions' of - Ardelinid ‘and

@lencoy. . - .. - g
The Co. Borough of Belfast, e
The Co, -Borough of -Londonderry. ; with

that portion of the County of Londonderty

¢



4

Encludedinﬂzé Pistrict Electoral ‘Divisions
Uypyper Liberties, and Lower Liberties, |
Lovghena, -Waterside, Ardmore, and Glenr

LI

12

- JBISE OPINION ;.

s 2o

__ Dscwmsee 1, 1917,
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- of the

"~ flermot, - - . | " Urban |
- Qounty . Down, dneluding all the Urban
--Districts. . oy

Portadown Urban District, with that vor. |

tion of the County Armagh contained in the
District Elestoral Dijvisions
Bural and Carrowhrack. - -

Lurgan Urban istrict, with thabt

xiaorgibn
" of ths County Armagh contained in

the

LEINSTER, “ o
County Dublin,’including all ‘the Urban

Districts. Co ,. ﬁ
 The County Borough of Dublin,

- Co, Xilkenny, the "Kilculliheent Di
, i%}}e%toxf;agldnivim.on,. adjacend-to the City of
yOPERNS Urbem Disrics wien, thet gor
- tign of the Co. Liouth contained. in the v

*brigt. ﬁ%lecmml Divisions of 5t. Mary’'s and

‘Etﬁl’eéml‘;: ’ﬁrba,n. District, with-that portion
. & ) i Ly i 1) ‘ {

inf- %ﬁa Co. Louth contained in the ZBiatrle’&

- Electoral Division 6f Dundalk Rural.

) . 'Diubr{cﬁ

R - porvicon-oh-the .

¢

Utban Distriet, with that por-
Co. Kilkenny contained in the
R Jéctoral " Division of Kilkenny

U Wexford Urban District, with that portion

Kilkenny
tion of th

the Co. Wexford contained in the District

tlectoral Divisiow.of Wexford Rural.

’ B Euniswrt.ihy _?I}rrha,ﬁ District, 'with that
%a,rt of the Co, Wexford contained in the
Bismc@ Blectoral Division of Enniscorthy

al, .o
PR MUNSTER.
.. The County qugugg,.

readid an .

in .the District Electoral Divisions of Lime-
- i‘ic%k North and South Rural,

The Copnt
ihe Fonnty Borough o

« portion of Cork contained in the
,.loi'strmt Blectoral Divisions of St,

S OTHL Mary’s,
Blackrock, aud Bishopstown, . . .
District of Queénstown, with

oo Fhe Urhan, 1, Wit
~ “that portion of the Co, Cork eontained in

the Dlzggﬁb Electoral Division of Queens-
—"The Co. éféo_rough’ of Waterford, with that

portion of -the Co. Waterford contained in

?éie al?lstrict Blectoral Division of Waterford
3 U.I‘ - « , C .
Clonme]. Urban District, with that portion

of the Co, Tlgperga;ry' Houth "Riding - con- .
tained in the Distriet. Blectoral Division of
Clonmel Bural, - s '

Tralee Urban District, with that portion of

~foval Division of Tralee Rural,
CONNAUGHT.

the Co. Kerry contained in the District Elec. .

| "foaﬁwag Galwa; wtained the D
or whe Co. Galway oontained in the District

- Electoral Division of Galway Ruval,
Sligd Urban Distriot, y -

gROUP T, .
R " ULSTER; © -
“hrich and he istrioy Hleoiate, Batel Die
.Oof: Ardelinis and Glencoy in the Larne Rural

District. : ,
including all the Trha
fhslud bg Urban

_County Armagh,
Districts, exmgt rban Districts of
BT pivisions 4TS 157
Plviglons wdjacernt them pyeé-
served to Gronp I. - oCCHb Hhem vo
_ Goi Donegal;
?{r%f.r. Sﬁxj%%m%q No. I‘:Zr D
uny, Letterkenny Urban Distript, a 18
Urban Districts of Buncrana, a,nngun%%rgl%l.

0. Fermanagh
Urban mstric-t.g ’

Jagent, to .the Co.
reserved to Group I.

Co.  Monaghan, i i : .
Diatricﬁs?na’g.\hm’v .‘mclud)mg a;l the Urban
Lg, Tyronue, including all ;ul%e Urban Distriots, | -

Belturbent Urban Distriot, .
The Urban District of Cavan,

portion of the with that

triet  Electoral Division of Cootehill Rural.
_of Portadown

Wistrict Blectoral Division of Lurgan Bural, -

{- to it rekerved to Group I., and the Kileulli-

District
Co,

. Droghedsa and Dundalk,

- Aréas adjacent to them reserved-to Group I.

triots.

of Limerick, with
Timerick contained |

Borough of Cork, with ‘that

- and Bishopstown District Electoral Divigions,
gerved to Group I,
Bural Districts,
triet. -, . L
. Lo Limerigk, éxcept the District Electoral

including all
- Clonme] Urban Djstrict, and
.-!'a,d g»qent to it reserved to Group I

“Urban District, with that portion -

‘Blectoral Division of Kilrush Rural.

- Divigions | of the Cp. K

and the Distriet -

the Rural,‘])isf:riota of Stran- :
el‘l'y NO‘ 2;0 Leﬁf)br' 1

including the Ennisk}iuen ’
Liondonderry, including all the Urban -

8,
Districts, but excluding the Rural Aveas ad- °
Borough' of Londonderry |

County Cavan contained in. |

the District Electoral Divigion of Cavan

Bural. P . o ) . .
Cootehill T'+ban District, with that, portion.
of -the County (lavan. contained in ‘the Dig-

)
"51“’ .“.;'u e

an  LEINSTER, ~ , -
Clo. Carlow, jncluding ‘Carléw Urban Dis-

. Qot, Kildaré, including all the Urban Dis-
Co. Kilkenny, in¢luding all the Urban Dis-
trictd except the Urban District of Kilkenny,

and ‘the Rural Electoral Divisions adjacent

heen Distriot Electoral Division adjacent te -
the City of Waterford, reserved to Group I
.t I.{itng’s Co., including all the Urban Dis-
triots. - - = ST T T A
Louth, except the Urban Districts of
' and the Rural

Co. Meath, including al] -the Urban Dis-

Queén's County. - .
50,  Wexford, including all the Urban Dis-
tricté, except the Urban Districts of Wexford
and Enniscorthy with the Rural Areag ad-
jacent to them réserved to Group L.- o
ﬁ‘;"t’é Wicklow, including all the Urban.Dis-
llc o : - e

‘Cork -contained {fi' the District Electoral
.Divisions of Macloneigh and Mmsh&nﬂ»glﬁtﬁ.
- Skibbereén Urban District, with that.por.
tion of the West Riding of Cp. Cork con.
tained in the District Flectoral Division. of

. §kibbereen Rural, o IS S
&G,loziakilty' Urban District, with-that por-

| tion of the Vest Riding of Co. Cork cotained
1, the msgg,-ét Blectoral Division of Clona-

ilty Bural. . %~
Kty Bt CONNAUGHT:

of the Connty Mayo contained in the. D
“trict Blectoral Divisions of Ballina Rural
and Ardnaree_South Rural. o

Ballinasloe Urban District, with that poi«

]ﬁistr%ct Electoral Division -of Ballinasloe
ural, o
_ Oasgtlebar Urban - District,” with that pois
tion of the County Mayo contained in the
District Electoral Divisjon  of Castlebar:
Rural. SR LT
of the County. Mayo d¢ontained in:the Dis-
trict, Fleptoral Division of WeStBORt-Sathl:"
-Co. Roscommon, the  Distrist  Blectoral
-Ballinagloe, and the District Tlectoral Divi.
sion of Athlone West Rural, adjacent to the
Urban Distyict of Athlome, —~ .

Co., Westmeath, including the TUrban Dis. |
trict of Athlone, but -excepting ths. Rural
District of Coole, Co . . S

Granard Urban Distriet,” with that portion
of the Co. Longford contained in the Dis-
triot Elestoral Division of Granard Rural.

Longford Urban District. including that
)Portlo:g of the County Longford contained in
l%wl ]I'Jlstrwt Electoral Division of Longford:

[N

MUNSTER,

County Cork East Riding, including all the
Urban Distriets in fhe Ridi dng ol the
Queenstown Urban District. and the Rural
Area immediately adjacent to it, veseryed
to Group 1, and the Bt. Mary’s, Blackrock,
adjacent. to' the Borough of Qork, re-
Co. Clare, the Ennis and Limerick No 2
‘and the Ennis Urbap Dis-

Divisions adjacent to the Co. Boroush of
Limerick, reé]erved to Group 1. _J?o. ongh ‘O?
Co. Tipperary, North and South Riding,
~the Urban - Districts, - except
the Bural Arven

Co, Waterford, including Dungarvan Urban .
Distriot, hut excepting the Rural Area im-
mediately -adjacent to the Co. Borough of

Waterford reserved fo Group 1. :
porbion
Cork contained in -

Bantry ‘Urban Distriet, with that
of the West Biding of lC’C;, -
%&apigtrmt ‘Blectral Division of Bantry

- /
BHlarney Urban District, with +that. por.’
tion of thé Co. Kerry contained in the

| Kilrdsh Urban’ District, with that ortion
- of the Cp. Clars contained in the igtrict {.

Ligtowel Urban District, with that portion
erry contained in the District

Electoral Division of Listowel Rural.
Macroom Urban District, with that vortion

iding.. except the | -

- J. L : , ;i“s".“"
trict Electoral Division of Killarney Rural.

of the Rural Area of the West Riding of Co. |

i B . : ‘

o _ NOTIGE REGARDING EXEMPTION, ~
Ii: 1s provided by Sestion 5 (3) of i4e Corn ‘Produbtion

tural Wages Board are satisfied tl
employed, on Time-work to whi'«zht}aat
- affegted by any mental
?;H:uo‘;lf éggarpé?% t?fat‘ v;nmlmum rate,
‘ {tions. T ar , )
WorkataL 1 11 any, as they prescripe,
the minimum rate.’

oman.
™
THE SECRETARY,

-10th November, 1917,

-Any workman - employed,
minimum rate
or - other inﬁrmnttgeor physisal injury which

nlications for exemption should be addy | "
116 _ ressed. to S
Agricuiturai Wages Board, 14 st. Steplien’s” Greén,

| Aszioulbural Wages Board for Ircland, 14 St Stephonry Groen, Do

< GROUP IIIL,
. ULSTER,

Co. Dénégal, the Rural Districts of Ballys
Domnegal.  Glenties, Punfaiaghy,

| Tanishoweén, and Milford., -~ . .-~

except the Urban Districts of

- ghannon,

* Co, Cavan, e3 ,

Cavan, Cootehill and Belturbet, and the:

“Rural Areas afjacent to them reserved to
Group I, S
o - LEJNSTER,

Rural

Areas adijacent to them reserved to Group I1.
Co. Westmeath,

Coolel | |
- BIUNSTER,

Balling, Urban District, with that ﬁbiztg?gt -

Westport Urban District, with thmf%ﬁ)érﬁm _;

Division of Creagh, adjacent to the town_ of

* Co. Longford, except the: Urban Ditbricts
of" Longfdrd and. Granard, and the . :

the Rural. Distriet’ of

0

tion of the County Galway contained in ths -

1
|

v % 233t AT v ']
¥t % et

_Co. Kerry, except the Urban Districts of

Tralee,” Killarney and Listowel, =and -the
Rural - Areas adjacent’ to ' them Teserved
- respectively to Groups L and IL.  ° 7 °
_Co. Cork (West Riding), except theé. Urban
Districts of Bantry, Skibberegn, -Clonakilty,
and’ Macroom, and -the Rural Aréas. ade
Jacent to them feserved to Group JI.

- Oo, Clare, 4he RBural Diatricts of Kilrush,

%

| Ennistymon, Ballyvaughan, Corofin, :Killa~

dysert, Qeariff aiid Tulla, except the Rural
red,

wt%%iy‘ I&o y(}mgps.I% a&d I%T b 4 ,

. Mayo, except the Urban. Districtd of
Westport, Balling, and Gatsﬂebag? gz]i(gs ﬁﬁé
Rural i&irea,s; adjacent to them reserved by

Group I]

Co, Roscommon, except the
toral Divigions of Creagh .and
Rural reserved t¢'Group II. .

| S]%)c} Bliga, except the Urban Districh

Athlone Wegt
of

e

%oty 917, that ' if the Agrieuls
or desiring fo he |
Board is applicahle is
r&;ﬂ;& g}gm ineap-
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