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By THE LATE JAMES CONNOLLY. • 

(NOTES FROM AMBRIGA, 1908.) •
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on the graft to the District. Leader, to allow 
him to break the law and keep open on Sun

' day.
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Toasibiy you haYe notced ttat be« 
but it #ill do no harm to remind you 

lit eyen If;! #d mot remind you, a 
ilajice-: at'Lhe' newspaiieii^ would

Ict on tdhr M without doubt
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■'■^e -ar© a great people-^we- Irish. What , 

bier people could onfan produce. such a 
large and varied assbrtmerit: oh eharacters 
looming large in the public, eye?_ Never a ' 
day passes but someone with an Irish: name 

does a stunt”“^to use an expressive Arheri- 
canism"^that draws public attention upon 
the. Irisb race and adds another lew pounds 

- we ght to the load of responsibility ..that race 
is staggering under.

Wo'are a great people—we
Teats comes all the way from Ireland, to tell 
us in New York that we, Irish, are a spiritual 
•minded people, and every Irish saloon 
keeper in America swells with pride as he 
ar^aids' th^ jxiodcft th^n passes

great people! So spirituab
allow, one'; of thd 

48 ” movement

^ ■ We. are . a
. minded are we that we 
Sweetest poetesses of the •
to want for the common necessaries of life in 
ah Australian city; we look, placidly on whilst 
the mother of J. K. Casey, the higb-’minded 
poet of the Fenian movement, suffered the 
degradation O&the workhouso iii Athlone; 
but we.,Will turn out in Dublin in our tens, of 
thousands to cheer a Croker whose money is 
derived from blackmail upon crime, and 
from thh graft levied upon poor Irish workers 

the price of being allowed to earn a living 
in the service of this city.
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in me service vi niis cuy. . v •

We hre a great spiritual-minded people- 
When W. B. Yeats, son of the gentleman 
whose remarks elicited the above comment, 
produced in 
Cathleen,”

tMr.Irish;

rat

in Ireland a play^; the Counters 
which purported to treat of a 

taythical Irish lady who in a time ,of famine

»

(

ONE PENNY.DECEMBER I, 191 f.NEW SERIES. Vop. I, No. i.
i

-t■ tu.i'
tin").vi.i‘.<Vl"r>'.«’",rT

■ny" T

CONTENTSI 4^ * 1V.•

IntejTjmtwmgl Notes 

Irisli Artiole* By W* F* 
Our Outlook

Fage 1E Feoplol' By Cpundlly
by .'X/ayb . By MailoA - _

mi^4
f, 0'2 ■m■■ . #

%t

>0 ^ iV«(#' atiS Oomw^iits
•m

=9fyy^,qw;iwqtT,4Wj^' •hi "n'l.'f-'f'mrBTOSS 1
S '

V
r . •{V.<Va>c.U ,,, 0 I--'

• i f I 'j 3h-i I AA,*J OAt
..t...- I .1

Pww ■
‘ipv 1 I

»■ ?

\ Jto
4

V]
^«a

A WEEKLY .joURNAL'^OF""?”"”"" 
INDUSTRIAL ano POLITICAL DEMOCRACY

« ’* .■•ST»• m I
*

'..r

»W<M
m

i

f

N.

♦1 »•

A.,

'.Y

a ■I

i

*J
r

■*
. ■ -

■ ♦



■

We are a great people, •and,so spiritual,^ 
too! Wliep we remember how the Irish 
turned their backs upon their own language 
and literature because they believed that it'
paid them..best to speak the.language and
read the literature of their oppressors, all 
this talk of spirituality is calculated to brigg 
oma,.feeling of nausea.

■ Let us be frank with ourselves. I aim as 
■ great a stickler for me honour of the Irish 
race as ever stepped in shoe leather, but: 
when I hear any.m.an throwing, blarney into 
the race.by tli.e shovelful, so to speak, I have ■ 
,the same instinctive suspicion . of their 
motives as I have when a man'praises me too i 
profusely to my face. . , ;

And my suspicion is always increased 
the fact that it is always some member df the ■ 

■ propertied classes who tells us that our hills : 
are higher, and our valleys deeper, and obr 
grass greener, and our people holier than the ' 
same things elsewhere, for. I observe that not. 
one of the blarneying capitalist crew will 
ever consent to forego, a. cent of their profit 

, from our labour as»a tribute to our common : 
spirituality

sold her soul to the Devil in return for food. 
*for the starving people—all the spiritual- 
minded journalists in Ireland were horrified 
at the suggestion that an Irishwoman cogld 
do such an act. Yet not oUe of them could 
go .to or from the newspaper ofllc,e of an 
evening without passing -scores—aiid sonie- 
times .humfefids—of _ Irish girls whom Uhe 
pressure of want had driven to sell them­
selves body and soul for a crust of bread and 
a slum to hide their misery in.

And every one'of the spiritual-minded 
gentry -are supporters and upholders of a sys­
tem of society'ri'hich continually compels 
this traffic by the Devil in the sweet young 
bodies and dean souls of our Irish maiden­
hood. - •

--i ',

Spiritual-minded, eh? If Mr. Yejats were 
one of the Irish working-class, and had been 
so unfortunate.as to work for.his Hying in the- 
seryice of a “ strong farmer ” in Jreland, or ^ 
to toil under the eye of an Irish boss or con­
tractor in this country, he would be inclined 
to believe that the spiritual side of their cha- - 
ractefs at least needed, a little more nourish­
ment to keep it alive.

A'Note ON THE Award of the Agricultural Wages Board"(Ireland)

By J. J. Mallon

i ■

{Secretary of the Worhers' Representatives oh Four Irish Trade Boards)
I^E.first reflection inspired by the remark- ' There is reason in this, for Great Britain^ " 
able award of the Agricultural Wages Board economically much the stronger cpfintry
is as to the expedition with which it has * . and it is well that she, rather than het weaker 
been issued. Why this expedition? The . neighbour j should
Department of Agriculture i 
a centre of “ push and go.” 
suddenly bestirred itself? .

H *

US.:
S' . ■

a st^dard. In .thf 
case of the Agricultural Labourer the 
cedent of the Trade Boards Act has, beeil 
departed from. Before the British ■ Board 
is constituted, the Board in Ireland has issued 
its award. Thus the standard is set by the ■ 
poorer country and. the representatives of 
the labourer are, deprived of a stiriiulus and 
example which has greatly assisted their cbl 
leagues on the Boards for Tailoring, Shirt 
making. Paper Boxes', and Sugar Gbn 
fectionery/ .

IS not Customarily 
Why has it sO

pre -

The British Board Should Fix First.

The.question is not idle. Under the Trade 
Boards A.ct, when Boards have to be estab­
lished in the same trade in Great Britain and 
Ireland, .the British Board is the first to-be 
constituted and the first to issue an award.

■
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■ But; someone may say, the different treat­
ment accorded to Great Britain and Ireland 
by •Parliament compelled the latter country : 
to take prompt action. The point is of little 
importance. That the Corn Production Act 
established, a minimum rate of 3S/- a week 
for able-bodied labourers in Great Britain 
(leaving .the , Board there to fix a higher 
figure if it chose) and established no corres- 

, ponding minimum rate for labourers in Ire­
land arid, that, consequently, the latter were
not . entitled to any minimuin rate until the 
Wages Board should fix it for them is quite 

' true. But doesThis greatly matter? Could 
not the Irish farm workers who have suffered 
so much' in .thdir history endure ■iormJ.ittle 
loriger if it had been to their advantage to 
do so? Would, it have been to their ad­
vantage ? There' can be little question that it 
would. There can be little question that.the 
dismal ' document now under discussion j 
would have beeri impossible if-4t hid been 
preceded by the fixing of altogether higher 
rates for Great Britain. Remember that the 
Board in Great Britain cannot fix less than 
25/- and, as this figure yras adapted when 
cost oiJiying was relatively low, it seems in- 

• evitable that it should fix appreciably more. 
Would Irish labourers be content with 20/- 
if the lowest British rate V7ere 30/-? And 
now4et us spread out the “ dismal docu­
ment”

AEE.4S Per
Hour

Per
.Week

GROtJP n.
Per an S liouihs* cla-y 

9 hoiirs^ day .
,, 10 kours’ day 4** 22 6

GROUP III.
For an 8 liodra’ day 

9 Jioixi's’ -day' 
j,10 liouPs’ day

6d.20/6
21/6

3^5• « « 37 ■ 44d
3/9 , 4id

}» « i *

4-JdIS/ 3 4|d.19/* ttk
43 4-20«•«

FEMALE WORKERS OVER EIGHTEEN YEARS OP AGE. 
GROUP I.

For an 8 hours’ day 
„ 9 hours’ day
5, 10 hours’ day

O,* 1 k
■ 15 - 3d. ■. 

Sid.
■ 2id. ■

GROUPIE •
For an 8 hours’ day 

3,. 9 hours’ day
5, 10 hours’ day

GROUP III. -
For an 8 hours’, day 

5 9 hours’ day
j 10 hour.!’ day : .7.' 10/

‘•t'
24d.2il ■• 9 ¥

2id?/ ?ia
2d

What Will These Wages Buy? V
These figures! are very serious and . very “ 

depressing. The highest hourly rate (over-■ ,
time excepted) fixed foi; able-bofiied men is 
5d., and the h ghesT'houTly’ rate for able- 
bodied women is 3d. What is one to say 
about such rates? Cost of living, according 
to the latest figures of the LflfioMr Gazette 
is (extra food taxation' apart) 80 per cent, 
higher than it wa§ before the war. In the 
currency of 1914, therefore, the rate Axed 
by the Wages Board , for men (the, highest' 
rate for men) is less than 3d. an hour ; in the 
same currency the highest rate for women' 
s something less thaiiTfdTmhese are the

The values ^of the , lowest

»,■*-.

..f'r.‘“~~-f9

MINIMTjM..RATES of. wages fixed by 
AGRICniTURAL WAGES BOARD

SUMMER RATES.’

highest rates.. 
rates (4d. for men and 2d; for women) are 
about 2id. and l-|-d. respectively. Fancy a 
Wages Jboard before the war fixing 2id. an 

. hour for’men and IJd. an hour for women !
bewilderment, is the

M AT.F, WORKERS OVER TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE.
Per Per' OA-ertime 

Week. Dav. Hour. Per Hour.
4/2 5d. 7 id.

221 & : 3/9 44d. 6|d. ,

Per
AREAS. 

GROUP 1,- 
GROUP II. 
GROUP III.

What, one asks in 
excuse for such figures? • Compare them-and 
the rates fixed by the Trade Boards, to which 
I have alluded :— ,

25/-
9 *

4d. 6d..3/420/.-

FEMALE WORKERS OVER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
• AGE. :

Ref
Week.

15/-
.12/6
.10/-

Per >' ■ Per Orertime 
Day.' Hour. Per Hour* 
2/6 3d. 4^d.
2/1 2|d: 3|d. 1909.

. AREAS. 
GROUP I. . 
GROUP II. 
GROUP IH.

*•
Men. .

7d. per Iiour 
7d. • „
No rat’d fixed

Women.
* 4d. per hour 

4id. „

« •
3d^2d1/8 Paper Boxes 

Tailoring 
■ Bliirtmaking

▼ — -

WINTER RATES.
MAU-R WORKERS OVER TWENTY-ONE ^ARS OF AGE.

.4BEAS. J-

• • •

•

The Greedy Farmer.

The lowest rate in these trades is thus 75 
per cent, higher for men and 100 per cent.

I-
h GROUP 1-

. For an 8 hours’..day 
9 hours’ day 

10. hours’' day

22’d’ 
. 24./-

3/9
4/- <•'4 *\ • • •

5d4/2jj 25/-
I! ;. ■'

*
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fixed (25/-) is worth inhigher for •women than the corresponding 
rates (4d. and 2d.) fixed by the Agricultural

Yet while the war has

minimum rate now 
purchasing po'wer something about 14/-,

Wages Board.
, brought to these trades serious difficplties in 

respect of supplies of- raw material and 
shipping, the war has brought to Irish far- 
mers their Golden Age. Wealth forces itself 
upon them.’-Without exerting any pro- 
portionate^kill or capacity, or bearing any 

. proportionately enhanced trading risks, their 
industry brings them 'itnmensely increased 
rewards. What is the justification offered by 
them or by the Board for denying the 
labourer any share in this unmerited abund 
ance?.

Labourers, Arise! : ;
‘The moral of the award of the Board is 

only too plain. The. farm worker during the 
war has seen everybody connected with 
farming making money but himself. He has . 
worked harder but he has reaped no gain. _ 
Though his trade has become more iin- 
portarrtrto the nation than any other hm 
wages, with an Act‘of Parliament to help . 
them, are very much-where they were, ^ 
and,his children are 8ti,ll offered a half- life 
a life of want and pain arid-hopelessness. A 
life- in which there is neither a basis of Hap­
piness for himself nor of gain for^his nation.

He must refuse this dife. He must reach 
out to the new and full life to be had at the 
price w’;hich others are willing to pay for it 
at the price of the resolution, courage, in­
telligence, and class loyalty which fe^ and 
are fed bY Trade, Unionism. ,

Ho

“ Any shafo" is, perhaps, putting it too 
strongly. But not much. Earnings of agri- 

' cultural labourers in Ireland in 1907 
averaged 11/3; as between that date and 
the beginning of the war wages were on the 
upward move; average earnings in 1914 
could be, say, 12/6 or 13/- The highest

/

and Comments.Notes
offer, in fact Iiafi acfcuall;/ offoreclj 
sliaro' iti directiori- to Britisii iaXiom". 
Tins boiag soj tliei'e is not muclp to be 
gained fI'oni^ Mr. do Valera’s - statement 
in Jais Mansion House speecli tliat in ,a • 
free Ireland^ witli the social conditions- 
tbat obtained in Ireland^ Labonr bad a 
far better* cbance tban it would liaYe in 
oanitalist Hngland<” Our labour 
Xioliey/’ -continued Mr. de Valera, ‘Ms. a 
policy of a free country, an^we ask 
.Uabour . to , join with us to Tree the 
country

l^rbltrat^ori and ComiUatlon m purlin, .complete man; a Trade Union^ under_
siiniW circumstances is a shorn §amson 

The forward more recently made by the L without the power to produce more hair. 
Various grades of Labour'in Publin has The formation of a Cb.n-ciliation Board 
so far as can he judged by the, arbitra- for Dublin is something that can be wel-
tion a'waids been attended by a com- corned by all. It will be a purely
paratwely high degree of success, .The voluntary body, and will be advantageouis 
decisions of the arbitrators have invarn ■ to J,/abour, inasmueli as should coiieilia- 
■ably given satisfaction, and, ''-on the tion fail,, the public will be in a position 
whole, It may be said that the arbitration to uiiderstand the cause of failure. To 
system has proven successful. The the Secretary of the Dublin Trades Coum 
efforts'of the Lord Mayor of Dublin to Mr. Vhlliam O’Brien, belongs the 
bring- about an amicable settlement in, credit of suggesting in a letter to the
the various cases in which ha has inter* Dress the formation of snem-a Board,
osted himself have been attended with Tbat in itself is sufficient’guarantee that 
great success, upon which we heartily the interests of. LahoUr will be saf§- 
congratulate him. We hope the same guarded. ■ ■
success will attend his present negotia- . 
tions for the formation of a permanent $tring$ to On? ^ow.
Conciliation Board for Dublin. If Labour The favour of Labour is being assldu- 
oan advance its claims without resort to ously courted just now. Mr.' Joseph 
the stiuke, so much the better for every- . DevXin coquettes with it in^ his uSual 
hofly. mider ;np circumstances, how- Mnning way, .and Mr. Bamon de VMera 

nan the right to fitrike, if and lia>s lost no time, in following his example, 
when a strike should he found necessary, The resolution, of the Sinn Fein Conven- > 
bo given up. Systems- of so-called com- tion conceding to Irish Labour the right 
.fculsory arbitration, monenved and to fair and reasonable wages ivas not by 
framed by capitalist Parliaments, m- any means encouraging.- It was a reso- 
tnnge upon that liberty of the,,submet lution to which the asSent of even IVfr.

■ of which wo once heard^^so much; in addu yv. U: Murphy might have been--soeuirndv^J 
tson. they strike at tlie very roots of it aid not go far enough, and it bore 
.i/acle U mom power. A man without the upon the face of it timidity and trepi- 
nght to withhold his lahonr, if he con- dation. The Labour demand to-day goes 
Tinced that only by such means can he rather beyond, fair apd'reasonable wages; 
advance Mmself Mid his fellows, is not a the British Government k prepared to

, ■ , ■' ■ ■ 'i- .....' ■■■

We recognise that W'e bah 
never tree it without Labour. And ive 
say, ixhen Labour frees this country—^ 

'helps to free^ it—Labour Can look for its 
own share of its patrimony.’-’ We agree 
that “ to free the country’.’ is an oh|ect 
worthy of nil the devotion that men can 
give to it, blit at^tlie same time- we wotild 
urge that, pending this devoutly-to-be-' 
wished-for consummation, men and 
women must live and rear the families 
npon which the future Ireland depends. 
What Mr. ■ de-Valera asks in effect as 

- that Labour should wait till freedom is 
achieved before it claims “ its share of 
its patrim-ony.” There are: free - conn- 
tries, even • Bepnblics, 'where I^abour 

. claims “its share in its patrimony’^' in 
vrnii. We can wox'k for .freedom, and we .. 
will, hut at the same time woTI claim our 
sJiare of oun patrimony when and irhere 
opportunity offers.

UCJwtfrsys’i on Pag^ 9),' ■
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International Notes.
-■ ■

I Tlie isolation of Ireland from all modern 
I demoeratio movements is so easily ex* 
j plained by the peonliar eircnmstanoes of 
I onr national struggle that we are only 
J too ready to acquiesce, in the belief that 
I such movements do not concern us. Our 

I thoughts and energies have been soTong 
[ concentrated upon the single problem - of 
J political freedom^ that we have remained 
^ nblivious of the fact that the rise and 
g development of capitalism ixave seriously 
|ihodified the concept of freedom, as 
Pp¥^^^^*«:%te»egsentially .political re* 
T vplutionarie^jf of -the eighteenth and .early 
I nineteenth centuries, i We are still using 

terms whose primitite significance, has 
largely vattishedi, and because “onr re­
tarded industrial evolution does not 
once expose the illusory nature of the 
ideas current’ in most of pUr discussions, 
it is possible to argue with impunity in 
a language" whose meaning is no longer 
that popularly ascribed to it. We discuss 
national questions in blissful ignorance of 
the discovery that economic .poW’’er pre­
cedes and oonditions political pow-ef—a 
discovery which hae profoundly ai^ected 

- the. democratic thought of out thxm and 
has given a new direction to Labour

for, however different local conditions 
may be, whateyer the minor divergenoios 
between the aims and interests of these 
forces, as between country and country, 
at bottom each is w'Srkiug for the same 
ends in every country. Capitalism is in­
tent upon retaining the bond'of wagery 
to the greater glory of production for pro­
fit;. Labour is, consciously or xiucon* 
sciously, struggling against the 
lysing grasp of the 'wage system, 
varying decrees of industrial development 
necessaitily affect the particular form of 
this struggle, but this fact does not 
obscure.-wiough it certainly weakens, the 
international solidarity of yhe: wage' 
earners. The power of the caiiitalist inter­
national has been revealed on a gj’and 
scale by the present war, so that^not’ 
oven the most insular patriot can continue 

. to profeRS a Platonic affection for Labour^^ 
while affirming indifference to the activi­
ties of every nation but his own. The 

• Weakness of the former will be measured 
by the strength of the latter.

■ shipping companies are mentioned as 
proof of the wickedness of ‘‘England.” 

.yet every socialist knows that such phe 
mena are general, and cannot be used as 
specific arguments against any one coun­
try. These abuses, which are mere ora­
torical ammunition to the rigid national­
ist, are a great deal more to the people in 
whose country they Occur, and they are 
dcnounce'd with a vigour increased by the 
fact that the criticS'4iave an alternative 
system which wdll eliminate the evils they 
attack. It is I’ather absurd for a journal 
whose social l^plicy is to’ advocate un­
bridled' capitalism, provided the veneer 

,be patriotic, to presume to oriticise pro­
fiteering. The procedure is reJUarkal^ly 
like that familiar dodge of the capitalist 
Press everywhere, which consists of en­
couraging socialism abroad, while de­
nouncing it at home, Doctrmes regarded 
as seditious and unpatriotic in ErancG are 
lauded as -lofty idealism, if professee^by 
a Liebknecht in Germany. The GeTmans 
return the compliment by extending their 
approval to that type of Englishman or 
Frenchman whom tliey would promptly 
imprison or shoot, if he were not .a 
foreigner in a foreign . country..

no-

par a- 
The

The. difficuTtyTof obtaining a h earing on 
this issue is peculiarly great in a country 
where international questions are dis­
cussed in purely abstract terras. We con­
stantly hear of “England” and “Ger- 
■many,” America and Prance,^’ as if 
these words"-stood for a homogeneous- 
entity, endoW'ed With a single intellectual 
faculty, and inspired-by a single racial 
and political policy. AWien-^ve talk of 

_ “ England,” do we mean the folloW'ers of 
Hortheliffe, Cnrzon and Bottomley ? Or 
have.-we in mind the important and varied 
enemies of that trip? It does make a 
difference whether ‘‘Tlie New Age.”
“ The Nation,” or “Tlie Times ” speaks 
bn behalf of the English people. Simi­
larly, when we are assured of the virtueR 
of “America,” whose harshness is alleged 
to be the dastardly work of “England,” 
do we include in this whitewashing that 
“ America,” which sentenced a man to 
ninety days’, imprisonment for distri­
buting extracts from the Declaration of 
Independence? Was it Dublin Castle or 
Mr. iiedmond who deported Larkin, sup­
pressed all the American Socialist ■oape’’R, 
and sent Emma Goldman to penal servi­
tude? Obviously, there must be an 
“ America which can ^ think of uch 
things without the assistance of her ' 
Allies, most of whom -are infinitely more 
democratic and tolerant.

ii ■ ' 1 » .

M'a. X .
. 1.

Since the death of james Connolly it 
as impossible to divorce, national and 
labour problems in Ireland, ‘ although the 
desire to return to our earlier insularity 
has been evident in the disposition in cer­
tain quarters to shelve ponnolly nnd to 
mamtain silence on precisely those qtes- 
tions which lay nearest to his heart. ^ We 
have had to wait until to-day for a jour- '* 
nai' devoted to * the interests of Irish 

‘ Labour, in spite of the abundance *of 
‘periodical and fugitive literature which 
has marked tlie ascendancy of the repub­
lican movement. Now, Connolly was our 

i link with the general world movement 
towards political and industrial freedom. 
The breaking of that link was, indeed, a 
triumph for the friends of reaction in this 
country,^ and there is no doubt his arch- 
antagonist considers as well spent the 
insurance eliarges which have reimbursed 
Mm for material losses un O’Connell St. 
Anyhow, he could make.um through the 
Sinn Fein readers of “ Tlie independent,” 
something of the financial loss’ involved 
by exile M Abbey Street. Meanwhile it 
is our intention in this place tp keep alive,, 
not merely the memory, but, above $ill, 
the ideals of Tames Connolly. -

' English and,-American Labour have 
shown them.selveA all along most sym- 

, pathetic to the cMims of Irish hational- 
smi, but'the same cannot be said for us , 

in our comments upon the affairs of 
others. It must be the duty of those who 
speak on behalf of Labour in Ireland to 
show tiiat this country appreciates the 
efforts which are heing made elsewhere 
to destroy our common enemies; In fact, 
only such have the right to criticise re­
action abroad who are themselves fight­
ing reaction at- home, ahd mere, antagon­
ism to the Castle or the Party is not in 
itself a guarantee of good faitln Ee- 
action can, and does, fight reaction by re­
actionary means, we cannot support the 
worst enemies of de,moeraey in Europe 
and then -argue that the ease for an Irish 
democracy wdll receive a favourable hear­
ing at the Pe^e Conference, Even at 
the risk of finding ourselves on the same 
side occasionally with our immediate 
opponents, we must act consistently from 
first principles. It is not a principle of 
statesmanship, but merely the opportun­
ism of politicians, to support, morally or 
materially, just whatever side happens to _ 
suit the exigencies of the moment. Irish 
Labour, at all events, will owe no allegi- 

party whose fundamental 
denial of industrial demb-

ance to any 
thought is -a 
cracy.

'k

Our national journalists a^id speakers 
are very 9^ quoting the exceptional 
manifestatibirs '* of political or other 
activity in foreign countries, but oh-ly 
with a view to scoring debating points, 
not for,the purpose or relating the par­
ticular instances to any general policy. 
The scandalous treatment of conscientious 

■ objectors, or the- monstrous profits of the

[ To that end it will be necessary for us 
to keep in eohtkot with'those engaged in 

[ other countries in the fight which we must 
wage in Ireland,, if we would see our 

[ country free in the only sense^the i economic sense--^w‘liicH lias any ^ simifi- 
canee in the world of modern capitalisan 

^The two great ihternationM forces in con 
I temporary hlstbry -are 'capital and labour,

By a curious ii'ony it^is pt^ecisely those ' 
who count most upon International sup- ' 
port in the political struggle whose in­
difference to, and ignorance of, interna­
tional conditions is most marked. At 
best their followers are regaled with lurid

‘J.
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There is no Wealth but 
Life ! ”

If this ■ diettiin of Riiskin is tnie, which' 
are the most prosperpas • of the nine 
counties of IJIs.ter? Au answer to this 
question may be found at the Belfast 
Public Aliiseum,^ where a child welfare 
exhibition is being held. A diagram is 
shown illustrating, the Deaths of in­
fants imder one year per 1 QOO hirths in 
the^ nine; Ulster counties for the years 
191b and 1916.’^

The hgnrep are as follows

19X0. . 1910,
Antrim ... 
Armagh ... . 
Down
Fermanagh 
Derry 
Tyrone 
Donegai ... 
Monaghan 
Oavan

^93 72
»»

'«««

87 78
86 83
83 6282 61 
81 80.

r
• •

« • *

• • • •« « «

67 72• fm 64 6666 69
«•»

1*01 p \A\tv f^otAip ASisf***-*
fin’Oice^AtA^c).

VOa oa Ap fpio|i4’o coApt lonAinn ni
f5-‘6&ACA1-|A fCAlO OipiunAC *00 t)6ArJAlfl

.*o’6iiiimi* Hi putAif T>tnrm crngfint: 
sup t)jUi tpepinn 50 'l6'ip*~iiApAotp^ite 
*oe $a6 tiiie CitieAt. ^Aipiop,; ni 
ciiigceAp fA-n Ap piii> HA 1101 peAnn go 
p6iU#x‘'0 *ouit"l pAitiPpeAp AS A tAn 
AStif ni tugA, optA_nM0n-CXo.CA^ nA 
ppii*oe’nA HA *oAoine t)o6cA. “ttleAfAnn 
piA*o so iribA ceApo psUtbiioiic a Pqit: 
Ann 1 s^^ohinuU AStip, nA^-pstAbuite ^ 
(Agup fAOtpnite nAO iA*o) A belt pAptA 
le UUAbAfOAt pUApAC ASUP te pAogAl, 
SAh pbgl-uim 5 SAh ' ai UeACt, ’p^A*0 
SAn Aon put) inoleActA Ap a n-Aipe 
Ip uAbApAb An pmAoineAt> Da ’OAoine 
A gniop ’oeAg-obAip *oe CinoAfAp bit 
b.ii beApo go tnbbA’O meAp optA Asnp 
pAogAt ponA te pAi t AOA. An' SAbA,
An ppeAtA*o6ipj An sP^Apiii, An peAp 
A biop Ag oob nA OAttfiAn, ’tiA pti pbin 
OAi*o bo ■dpAi*oeAb teip An *oobi:bip7 teip 
An rn-umceoip, ’ teip . An S'ceotuoip ; 

■•otntteAnn piA*o ponAp AStip onbip-—^ 
Agup pAipoeAbAp e piApA*b Agtip 1 piAgtft ' 
nA oipe.

, T)A nibbA*b ctimhnnAbb Ui bt pAotAip 1 
bpet’bm ASAinh (gAn ceAo ^g Ap ’ouino 
ptAinceAb belt *oioihAoin) bbAt) *oeipe 
te opbAS-poitioibbc, te - pAnnoAbc ^ (a 
*b6tAin te p6it AS SAb binneAb), le 
pStAbAbu, te bobcAineAp. t)bAt> piop- 
nAipitin Ann, tiAipidn pAotpAb pmAom'*
ceAb pAprfiAp. ■ , ;

W*t)

ri'<<5,m p. ,0 iwAiu,

sAornse OiCc SAotAiu.and partial' glimpses of Enropean politics, 
in are described as a contest between 

Ereemasonry and Freedom, in which the 
former, with the conniTahce of England, 
ttewinSing. This simplification may he very 
advantagous' in helahouring Bedmona 

' with“Viviani, but it is exceedingly foolish 
dangeiptis. It is foolish, becau|e^ 

deliberately suppresses any reference tb 
otheo.* combinations and parties, some of

would

IpiriAtt inbin shbrnnintsipe, At>ubAipt; 
An pite, AStJp ni OAipe *00 ^peAin nA 
n6ipeAnn ip *06 bA. jo *oci te soipi’o 
p6 psbAt b : ni mAbutiArri So mbeimip 

^_4fiAtAipi^ AisehnoA in*oi.-u. .

_ An Aih'tAi*?) A AbAnoAp piYiAoineA‘'6 as 
gAe*OeAtAr um An pAgAp poAipe a beAp- 
ASAinn-—nO bu bbip ^0 tnbbA’Or--*o’bip 
Ap pAoippe poitioeAb *o’pAit *otiinn ?
1 n’-oi*0.eAiii. Asup 1 pmAoineA^ 
oopntiigeAnn ^^6 Sbioih, s-^t sl^-^^P? 
SAb dp*6 I’oip n'ltnp a’p 
ciiipPeAp nttA-pbitn peitifinAb 1 bpei*bm 

nSipinn tntmA n*obAnpAp neApo 
pmAoinue uipte poith p6, •

Ip *obig te n-A lAn.Tfo' n*obAnpAi’b 
c6'-oibpifi An Sbb *6111 nn . Ab peApAnn 
c6“0ibpi<t Ap bAipiteAtAbt, Agtip cAipi-' 
oeAtAbu Agtip piop'-tpAoippe tube oibpe 
ni pbiuigeAnn pi^ to bbite Ap' Aon 
bum A. Dai n eAnn n A pei tme 61 pi mopAn. 
cAi pbe Ap cb-01 bpi fi ; ni tiAtfi tAi *0 pih 
po nA pAotpdtte, eite.H Uct, pbip mAp 
itiinigeAnn ^^A. 0.’^ An pseAt bbA*0 
lot-bdrfiAbt AS x>ut *00 nA psotosA AS^P 
CQ-oibpiu 1 bpeitmi Ap gAb oAoib ’oihn* 
DIAigipcpi nA 01141 te, • piAtobipi nA- 
cipe, bbAA'ionoA. Ab nA piSbAAbiPi? 
nA ’ sAibne, nA sp^-^pw^^j pAOip . 
ctoibe, HA mtnnceoipi, ia’p eite,*’hA 
bpo-bAoine bei*oip.

Da rhbp as SbAmup 0 CongAite 
cumAtinAbc tube pAptAip, no Uunion-’ 
ipme in’oupcpiet, *b.’ nA *0A6ine *00 gAb 
cbip‘0, *oe gAb %t\6> *oe gAb eAtAt)Ain 
beAtAA'A belt ceAnsAitue 1 mop-' 
bum Ann pA tept, Agtip g-^^^b put) t>A 
mbAinpAnn teip An gcbipA, it., a beit 
pAoi n-A gofipAm' Agup pAOl 
peAbpAipeAbc aca ; ’p^ piti? c-QppAi
Agup piAgtU ptgeAAOlpeACUA Ap pAt>
A belt PAOl HA nigeAt>6ipi ArhAin Agpp 
mAp pin *oe* ’SeAA,' Agup gAn .A beit 

bppioifi-AAit (no pAiptimbm) ua t:ipe 
Ab pip ionAit> Agup nvnA lOnAit) 0 nA 
cumAinn, At;up piAgUI An t)ubAip AA 
p6ip pm. ’so pin, 1 n-ioTiAt> peipipi o 
nA ceAnnuAipi eAgputd beAt> co-AAit 
*oe btbi'poi,^ t>Ycitmeoipi, *oe rfiuin- 
oeoipi, t}e pigeAtxSipi, *oe pgpibneoipi? 
t>’iApgAipi, ^ Agup eit^, Atm—OOgA 
pmuAmreoipi Agup pAotpuite nA oipe 
(iA*o cogtA Ag Pa ctimAinn). UpiotA 
Agtip pdtA pim A bbA*0 pf=^AbOAipeAbt: 
ginbApAtOA An ’oubAip.. 'Cuigpi’oip'An 
gnO go beAbc ;. tuigpmip An gA A biop ' 
te gAb pAgAp gnOtA Agup oibpe, Agup 
bbAA cOtponi nA...pbinne te pAit Ag 
CAb UAtA. (Ip potUip s '• bpuit*oippiobo-

and

ombiuatious aua parmes, i 
which. like the French Royalists 
like nothing lietter than to destroy the 
Drand'Orient for the 
ing republicanism 
danger of this unquestioning 
against the G-rand Orient, for

Dne purpose of weaken- 
. Hence,' indeed, the 

campaign 
for the latter, 

lyhatever its evils, undoubtedly foms the 
rallying point for -all progressive and 
democratic parties. Why should Ireland,,. 

• vdiich is^ not affected )>y the‘politicai 
machinations of either Eoyalisti, or 
Masons, deliberately insult Frehc| ' re- 
p ublican .feeling by constant alfiile of the 
Grand Orient? If the French nation de­
cides that Mr. Leon Daudet and his in­
triguers are more desirable than the. 
“ Jev/s, Protestants and Freemasons ”

' whom they eternally revile, then the' 
Grand Orient will be eliminated. Mean­
while, we heed not risk the alienation of 
a va.^t and powerful section of ’republican 
opinion on the Continent, even for the. 
pleasure of scoring off ’’ T. P. O’Con-

Di

1

nor, .

• * '

Irish references to Continental politics, 
and;for^gn affairs .generally, must he 'of 
a different order,’’if we ^‘£.6 establish 
any relations‘’with‘the'World whose judg­
ment upon our casb:we/are inviting. 'The 
natural in-termediary hdtWeen Ireland and 
Europe; is Irish' Labour, whose aim it 
must he to remove from nationalism the 
stigma of reaction which only too fre­
quently is ■ jus'tified. The only interna-.? 
tional tribunal which could conceivably 
take a sympathetic view of our claim to 
independence is a tribunal representing 
the democracies qt the world. Certainly ' 
a degree of innocence and ingenuousness, 
which cannot he reconciled with any 
understanding of the difficulties of demo­
cratic government, is demanded .of those 
whd;put their faith in a conference of pro-' 
fessipnal diplomats, delegated ^ito serve 
the interests of capitalism and imperial- 

_ An appeal to the Peace Conference 
would entail many risks which cannot now 
he adequately discussed, although they 
will he dealt with from time to time iu the 
course of these Notes. For the moment 
It is enough to say that, granted sucli an 
appeal be made, , our best hope lies with 
mtemational democracy.

n-A

ism.
1

% 8 •

' It will he the function of these Notes 
to co-relate the intersists of Irish Labour 
with those larger h-spects of democratic 
ircedom which are Mmost completely ig­
nored by the Press of this country. 
mns-t alter our perspective, and learn to 
oonsider ourselves in relation to the wider 
movement towards industrial emancipa­
tion, if Ireland is to take her; place 
amongst the democracies of the world.

D'jbjcembeb i', 1917.3t w;'
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For nearly two years now Labour has been 
without a yoice in the Irish Press. The cir­
cumstances which left Irish Labour voiceless 
are within the knowledge of everybody, so 
that it is not incumbent upon us to enter into 
any explanation here and now. Yet these 
two years have been critical years for the 
workers in every land. The burdens of war 
have become increasingly heavier as the 
long drawn-out slaughter called “ war of 
attrition’ continues. The workers of all 
nations, neutral and belligerent,. have felt the 
burden and groan under it to-day. Day by 
day hundreds of-our fellow-beings are being 
kill4(Land maimed ; day by day the produce 
of human brain and muscle, which ought to 

■ ihinister to the wants of human beings, to 
their comfort,- welfare and. happiness,* is 
being diverted to the wasteful, costly in- 

L ifluirt of mutual slaughter.; and day by day 
’ the cost, mounts higher and higher,, throwing 

upon us*to-day and upon our descendants, 
for generations to come a mountain of debt 
the interest upon which will strain the 
workers’ patience to breaking point. The 
war debt of every land is a further shackle
upon the freedom of the workers. It is the...
worker who must liquidate the enormous 
debt, just as it is the worker who must pay 

;. the interest upon it. In pre-war days Eng­
land w'as startled at the magnitude of a 
Georgian Budget, when the amount exceeded 
£200,000,000, but that is merely a small indi­
cation of Budgets to come. In 1910 fhe auto­
crats, the plutocrats Und the capitalists 
fought, and fought successfully, against any 

.. further taxation falling upbfi -them. They 
will do the' same again, and it is only the 
strength, organised and, determined, of the
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Our Outlook.

working democracy thartean prevent a repe­
tition of their previous success.- We in Ire­
land must prepare for these things, no less 
from a national than from a democratic view­
point.-It will be our endeavourto build up in , 
Ireland a strong, closel^^rganised, well edu­
cated and self-reliant democracy. To bring 
about this we shall assist every aspect of the 

■ democratic movement. In the industrial ■ 
sphere our Trade Union organisation must 
be perfected. Every worker must be in­
duced to join a union and take his proper 
place in the foundation of that future happy,

^ prosperous, contented, democratic Ireland 
of which we like to dream. Our Unions 
must be mmde as nearly blackleg-proof as 
possible, and every effort must be made to 
bring about joint action wherever and when­
ever such action is required. The recent I 
joint action of the bakers, van drivers and/ 
clerks in the Dublin bakery case is anl 
object lesson in tactics which must not be I 
lost sight of. Another section of the demb- 

' cratic army which will receive gll the assist­
ance We can give to it is the co-operative 
mbvenient.. Too little attention has been 
given-by Irish workeii, to-this great demo­
cratic economic movement, which can be of 
such enormous value to the community.

- English workers, French workers, Belgian 
workers, and German workers have found 
the co-operative movement of immense ad­
vantage to them in their struggle fbr econo­
mic emancipation; and we can use it in the 
same way for the saine purpose., It is the 
complement of the Trade Union movement, 
and every Trade Unionist should be a co- 
operator alsp.' These two. movements to- 

‘ gether will build up.^ a strong, independent 
working-class political party in Ireland as 
they have done-in other European countries. 
The need for such jtolitical action in Ireland 
will be obvious to' most people. It becomes 
insistent when we remember the problem of 
reconstruction that will face us for solution 
when peace comes, for Ireland will have her 
problems no less than the other nations of the 
world, and we must not forget the chaos that 
followed the peace of 1815. ..

In Irish affairs we shall give eveiy support 
and encouragement to the movement
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towards democracy in industry and in social 
life generally. The interests of the com- 
munity as a whole, and not the sectional in- - 
terests of; any class or creed, it shall be our 
privilege ^to advbcate. In any industrial 
revival or reconstruction in Ireland we shall 
insist upon the-rights of the people against 
the rights of profiteers, capitalists and adven­
turers, who may see in Ireland an opportu­
nity to get rich quickly at the expense of our 
people. We shall resolutely oppose the con­
scription of Irish people, whether'for mili­
tary or industrial purposes. The very idea" 
of compulsory service is abhorrent to us, and 
we shall assist in eVery way any effort of our 
people to resist the imposition of such an 

.iniquitous system upon us. On the other 
hand, we believe that many of the social ills 
from which our country suffers in our day 
cap be cured by ourselves if we but recognise 
our own responsibility and our own power. 
The sweated condition of large numbers of 
our workers,-~the lQW:-wnges, -l^^ hours of 
work, insanitary factories and, workshops;

: these we can rectify ourselves. But we must 
first recognise our responsibility and organ­
ise our powers. The'housing of our town 
workers, the provision of all those ameriitie-s^^- 
of life which makes the difference in death-" 
rates between the working and other olasses, 
allotments and gardens, proper train and 
traifflway facilities, will have our hearty sym­
pathy and support. Education is one of the 
subjects to which we shill endeavour to 
direct especial attention. In a country where 
one policeman costs as much as the educa- 
^tion of 60 children every year this is a sub­
ject of very great importance indeed. We 
inust hpe decent schools, well trained and 
well paid teachers, many changes* in curricu­
lum, meals for those who require them, rea­
sonably small classes, apd more adequate 
provisions for the secondary and university 
education of the worker’s children. If we 
had within our own country that sense of in­
dividual -responsibility for social evils we . 
should have progressed a very long way 
upon the road of amelioration. This sense of 
personal responsibility is sadly lacking to- . 
day. We are too prone to blame the political 
status of our country for everything that we

I .1 'Si*/--}* -,

know to be wrong, instead, of looking about 
uSj discovering and analysing’thCfacts““'and 
removing the causes where we can. Nearly- 
all the social ills of our country, as those of 
other countries, can be at least improved-by- 
oilirselv.es if we have the will. Of course the 
political status 6f our country has some 
effect, but, pending thd\dawn of that political 
freedom for which weVan common with our- 
countrymen shall work and strive, our efforts 
will be directed towards the stimulation of 

• an. active civic and local patriotism and a 
sTfong popular - demand for. clean local’ 
government. Too often our people are satis- - 
fied when they have cast a vote or passed a 
resolution—-ivliich is harmless and ineffect­
ive. Our workers should keep a vigilant eye 
upon the actions of those they elect to repre­
sent them Ujpon-local governing bodies and 
s:hould insist upon good and honest adminis­
tration. Much can be done by those bodies 
towards the solution of some of our social 
problems; we must be insistent upon such 
things being done.. We shall support the 
struggle for the political freedom of i?ur own 
country in every way in our power. Political 
dependence upon any co.untry, government: 
without the consent of the governed, cannot 
in _any way promote that sense of responsi­
bility which we desire; only self-government 
and freedom can do this, and towards that, 
goal we shall aim.

In the realm of foreign affairs'we shall 
endeavour to secure the recognition of the 
independent status of the Irish Labour Party 
by The International Working Class Move­
ment. Our claims have already been recog­
nised by the Dutch-Scandinavian Committee 
in the calling of the Stockholm Conference;

, but as vigilance is the price of freedom, we 
must be careful .to guard that status we have 
so far attained. W^e shall endeavour to pro­
mote fraternal relations, between the working classes of our own country and thosl of all 
other countries, and, by international action, 
to obtain the support of the democracies of 
me world in the struggle'for the political 
treedom of our own and every subject 

'tion, and the economic freedom of the 
workers. We shall oppose any exploita­
tion, m the words of James Connolly '

na-

0
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““ whether of class by class, of sex by’sex, or 
of nation by nation.” ' Every emanation of 
the imperialist spirit, every manifestation of 
imperialism in whatever form, we shall reso­
lutely oppose. The pfesent^y/ar is, accord- • 
ing to President Wilson, a war to “ make the • 
world safe for democracy.” Democracy 
throughout the world must make the world 
safe for itself. _We saw=that even the benevo­
lent President Wilson, when the world]s 
democracies were about tq discuss their 

^ future safety at Stockholm, in common with 
his allies and dependents, refused passports 
to his' democratic nationals. The world’s 
Press applauded' the, action, even the capital- • 
istic Press of our own country applauded the 
action of the-British Government in refusing, 
passports to O’Brien and Campbell. But 
fortunately the spirit that actuated the con­
veners of the Stockholm Conference is not 
by any means dead; all the people cannot be 

— Tooled all the time either by President 
Wilson or Premier Lloyd George. It will 
assert itself when the proper time comes, and 

■■ that time its efiorts mustmot be frustrated by 
any government.' The world is being made,, 
safe for democracy, but itrs being niade safe 
by democrats in every nation throughout the 

, world. ?\nd in this great moyemenf of re­
surgent democracy Ireland ihust take its ’ 
part. Education and organisation must be 
our weapons, and we must forge them before

The Ireland of the past

has on the tvhoie been-democratic in its out 
look and in its methods.. It has given much 
to the democracy of the sister island and 
much also to the world at large. We are the 
inheritors of a great tradition which we must 
do our utmost to conserve and to propagate. 
We must keep abreast of the best thought 
of democratic Europe; we must take our 
place in its movements, and must 'give all the 
assistance in our power towards the remould- 
ing_ _of the democratic world of the future,

must he hemocratic ourselves, 
our outlook, in our

To do that we 
in our thought, . 
methods. Our Trade Unionism must not be . 
an apathetic, half-hearted thing ; instead, it ■ 
must be alert and vigorous. Our co-oper- . 
ative movement must be^ made^ at least as 
good as, let us say, that of Belgiuni, so that 
it can be of real assistance to our industrial 
and political action. Our politics rnust not 

■ be the soulless machine-made politics that 
have been such a feature in the Hfe of our 
country in the past decade, but which now 
seems to be reaching its end. We are look­
ing out over the warring chaos of the world, 
and, though the war affects us, we’still have 
time to contemplate the future, and so frame 
a policy to realise our dreams. We must 
make the best use of this magnificent oppor­
tunity to bring into reality the statement of |
Michael Davitt, “ Democracy will yet rule j
in this country.” . . ’we can use them.

NOTE& AND COMMENTS-(ContwMecflrom page 4)
of tlie Butter Cojitrol Irish
creamery butter is geueralty solfl direct 
to the retailer. This preoiotis coixtrol> 
consisting mainly of importers and whole- 
sale merchants, insists that all Irish 
butter for the British max’ket shall be 
sent through the importers, then through 
the wholesale agents, thence to the x’e- 
tailer. It is a mere detail xiei’haps that 
tile importer is allowed 2 per cent, and 
the wholesale dealer 4 per cent, for his 
trouble ! The Irish e:^porters oifered to 
the Food Controller tO' do all the work f<|r i 
2 per cent., and considered they would 
hare been well paid at that ^rate,;, but no 1 
the prirate exploiter must get his chance 

grease the wheels of IndustryT^

her surplus only. But during the winter 
months there will be no surplus, tbere 
wdU not even be any for the Irish towms. 
The cold stores are emptv. nu
foreign or Coloniaf iJMtter is to foe re­
leased ” for the Irish market—it is all to 
be retained in Oroat Britain,

So the position is that Ireland, after 
exporting 'immense quantities of butter 
to Bngland and Scotland during the 
summer months, will have to whistle 
throughout the winter because the British 
butter merchants insist upon retaining 
all .'imports from overseasfor their own 
customers. With butter at 2/6 xier lb., 
this may not make much diif erence to-|h© 
workman on 20s, or 80s. a vreek—'mar­
garine is the height of his ambition now­
adays—but if : the ^ same 'process t^kcs 
place ih’regard tObef4 pork, oats, milk, 
and potatoes, what will be our state in 
May -and June next?

As an example of economy in methods 
of distribution, we commend the, methods'*

jhe Irish Butter'Boandal.
W© warn our*readers that during the. 

next three months there will be no butter 
to be bought for lov© or money, in the 
larger Irish towns! And what ismappen- 
ing in the case of butter is what we tear 
w'lll happen in the_ case of other foods ^ 
unless drastic restrictions on exports are'

High prices in the Bullish max’kets 
have tempted Irish creameries to sell all 
their stocks for export. In normal years, 
Dublin, .Belfast, Waterford and Cork have 
depended upon imported Jjutter from Den­
mark, Siberia and Australasia for tliejr 
winter supplies. Under the new Butter 
Control scheme it is proposed to pool all 
supplies—home produced ox imi!)0'rte(J— 

.... and deal with the- whole through (1) im­
porters’, (2) wholesale agents,, and (8) 
retailers. - Ireland is to be treated 
Fonerouslv! She is to be allowed to 
supply her own needs first and to export

=2
TO OUR RBADEH3,

Renders wauy.help • 
“ Irish 0 ” if theyculation

oalled m neighbouring newsagents and 
saw* that the paper was kept there.

■ 
«

■

3*
 ■



Dbckmb^e 1, 1917■t: lElSH OPINION 4 ■

10
J, f. L EM A SSD. & J. BRIDGMAN,

75 Parnell Street

'-’I *
Bst. 1850. . ’Phone 4m

J. C. KEARHEY,
Xabouf 8.13d IfishIreland Utmtm ** a. Speciality/

; 59 TOPDB STEBHBN S%
A i-arie Vmhizot Xmas Novelties 

Xmas CardsAt KBARNBV* 5'^ STH. GP. GEOPCIS’S SX.

1
HA TT^R and OUTFiTTER,
2 and 3 Capel Street, Dublin,Opposite JParmll Monument>

Irisii Ireland and Labour Literature. 
Badgesj Stationery, &c/ Irish-made Cood« a Speoiallty.

WGHK.KRS IWear the“ I.V.r Shift,
Tine lindereloitiiiii^,

“^ndTKunpbrt Home Industry. 
Wholesale only from

The " Connolly ” Memoi»ia,l 
Wopkpoonas,

31 ECEM mrST, UTTBMKr
Mwniil>uiiii>iwi>iiipa!iiii nIIIniMipBin.i iiii ii>

yet tried the
rational laundry CO??
If not, you win be' well advised to do so/ 
Postage Paid one way on Country, Paroelsj

NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO.
60 south William atreot, nUBtlN,

For tYdiytMiig 
in. tli6 Type- 
wrltfirandDop-' 
Heitor line.

High-Class Tailoring'^Lay and Clerical
EDUCATE!!

H. BOI^AMD,

U MIDDLE ADBET STSEET
-'[Late lodd, Burns, ltd.).

Trad9 Unhn Lttbour*
• • ' • I ■

• I

“ EKEEDOM’S IROAD EOE IRISH 
WORKERS.’’—By Ronald.

^^^RIRArROBT-gOfflAE
TION IN IREIiAND.”—By Rose 
ARKenna. ■

“SOOULISM- MADE EAST.”—By 
James Connolly,

1-■ ’'t

■

0.

FRENCH ARMY BOOTS
Hand-Sewn. Sizes, T to 12.

10/] I per pair ; wortb 30/-

SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE, 
78 Talbot St, Dublin.'

■‘.W ■
post Tree*2|d; tach,

“CHRISTIE’S 

SHOP

LABOUR
DUBLIN

•V .
m

11 ARHAN 
• QUAY•i

y

The Irish Tfansport & General Workers Union
[Pounded Jamiary,- 1909.]FOLEY’S

25 BACHELOR’S 
WALK.

Head OSee Liberty Hall, Dublin.
. Afdliated to the Irish "Trades Union Oongiess and Labour Party, aiiti_with all local 

Tradles Councils. Beg. No. 275.

I

Approved Society No. 62. ’ -
rilHIS organisation wa-s established in order to provide for the -workers'^bf this country 
J- a-Trade Union with headquarters in Ireland, having its affairs managed and ' 
controlled by Irish Workers, and its policy and programme based-on Irish 'Conditions, 
so as to secure for all workers in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, betbi* conditions 
of emiiloyment, improved ho-using, a higher standard of living, and a fuller and freer 
life for al who labour. .

NO WORKER

‘ can afferd to be without

GIBSOL/ A Live Union for Live Workers.
Thirty Branches, over 20,000 Members, '
Join Mow! He who hesitates is lost n

If there is no Branch in your district, write to:—
THOMAS FORAN, General President,. Liberty Hall, Dublin.

’.''■S' 0®

It Cures Outs, 'Scalds, Burns,' and Hands 
; Cracked and Sore from Exposure

It Oul*es,all kinds of Skin Trouble, Bczfema, 
Bingworm, Piles; Wounds and Bruises*“ 

It is made by Irish labour.
No other Ointment is^as good.

Of all Chemists, 1/-j or’direct from the 
• manufacturers, 

a. GIBSON & CO., 
t Clara Lane, DUBLIN,

♦

5

*,1. K'n

<V
AoriA6 UA noUlAS I9!7,J-

4 ■5-Irish Industry, Art
Music and Dancing

MANSION HOUSE,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7th, TO MONDAY, DECEMBER 17thk

McQuillan tor loch 
McQuillan for Rizors

9

Most up.to*date Stocks iu Ireland.
35/36 GAflSL ST., DUBLIN.

«■

4ftr. m

IRELAND FOR THE. IRISH
T1 ire is no surer means by which, you can 

keep the Irish peopi® in Ireland than by 
? supporting Ireland’s» mdustries.« We stock 

everything Irish for men’s wear. Buy from
ns. . . . i .
Th® Republiean OutUtteps,

CLANCV, BRUHNAN^AND WALSH*
’ t*4 TALBOT BTtoLT, DB ,

f ■

Admission 
Season Tickets -
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lEISH OPINIOHDecsmbeb 1, 1917.

Agricultural
Ireland.

l^c^rd for .number of.liourB worked, ih less tbau. 
tbe '■working day, -tlxe*" ws.ge- payable 
not be less tban the amount payable at 

tbe minimiim rate'for,half a day's wofk.
10. Plougbmen...cattlemen,, yal’amen, and 

milkers whose hours of xtork, owing to' tbo 
nature of their emplotoent,' i cannot be 
strictly limited, and who. have id ivdijk over-^ 
time, shall-not be subjeet to the ' overtime '— 
nrovisions cx>ntained in this Order, but, snail
be paid for all overtime and Sunday -p^ork 
an inolimive amount in excess of the. minb 
mum rdte as follows:-^ ,

> Oroup l;
Group 11.
Group III. •

11. Hired workmen boarded and :lodged in 
their empldyers^ house, and not being*' 
ploughmen, cattlemen, yardmen, or milkers, ■ 
shall ixot be ifieluded'in*the overtime pro­
visions of this. Order, hut shail be prai'd such
a rate-of w^ages (not belntg lesr. than the 
minimum wage fixed by this Order)'as shaH 
be agreed •upon to cover' all overtime. < and'' 
Sunday work. - . . ,,’4 •.

12. Herds v^ho.-are.under a contract oh^ser: 
vice.to work'^constantly a full- working day ' 
for their employers,! and ■whose .hOurs*- of 
work, owing to the nature' of tlieir ■eihiilOy'- 
ment, c|unnot, be strictly limited, and = wbo 
have to work overtime,' shall not be subject 
■to the o-^eftime provisions contained? in thia 
Order, but shall be paid an inclusive amount 
to cover all overtime'and Sunday vw.ork. as

' *in the case of Ploughmen, CattlemeurYard­
men,‘-and-Milkers'.*. ■ >, > ' . j ■

13. Herds under no ohligation to give-coit- 
stant service to-their employers shall not be 
deemed to be included in tlie' classes'of-work-

' men to whom the minim-am wage-fixed by 
the Board under this .Order is' applicable. •

14. Marketmen or. Carters whose lioprs of 
work, owing'to -the nature of their employ­
ment caiinot-be strictly, limited, shall not be 
subject to the- overtime*, provisions contained, 
in this Order-, but shall be paid euch weekly 
wage .(riot being less' than the minimum, wage 
fixed by this Order) as shall be agreed •upon, 
l?c> cover aH overtime and. S.iinday work; i ■

15. Nothing - in this Order shall .take‘-away
from the workman hiS'right .to receive for 
the‘ full period of his contract of-sef'vice a 
wage not less-than. the.mJnimum..wage as. de- 
fin^ in this Order, and in the absence of an 
express agreement to the' contrary the com 
traet~-Of_ service shall be deemed* to be a 
contra/it by the week. Provided that-nothing 
shall compel an employer to pay -wages' to a 
workman, for j;ime dost’ by his, (XJmmg late 
•to work or .leaving his work before the ai>- 
pointed time/ or . absenting, himself., .from 
work, or-shall preyent an empleyer availing 
.hiriisolf of any* remedy open to him by law 
for such or'any other breach-of-oontract 
expressed or Implied. ’ .

16. (Che .provisions of this Order shall take
effect -as from the 10th day of November, 
1917,.and shall remain in force for a’Period 
of one year from .that date oi* until, can* 
celled or varied either wholly or-in; part, 
by the Board. " - •

f half

• tT

Order Fixmg Minimum Rate of Wages for Agricultural 
' -Workmen in Ireland. X r '3/-. taweek. , 

2/6 a week.'
2/- a week.-i-- »•

‘f
WHBBHA.S on the 28th Septeriiber.XOl?, the Agricultural ’Wiages Board, updeh the ‘ 

pO'Wers vested in them by the Corn Production Act, 917, m>ade a proposal to fix 
minimum-ratea of wages for different classes of agricultural workmen and for different 
areas in Ireland, and X, - „ x- j ,

WHEBBAS said proposal was duly advertised and published on,the lat October, 1917j

WHERBA6 a month has elj^y)8ed
NOW THBEEPORE WE. PHE AGHIOOLTUEAL WAGES BOAED EOE lEBI^ANB, 

having considered the objections to^^e said proposal lodged with us during , the' said ’ 
period of one month, do hereby fix Minimum Eates of Wages as hereinafter stated for 
the different groups of areas in the J^hed'ule hereto annexed and subject to the Condi­
tions hereinafter stated, which shall apiiiy except in so ar as otherwise' especially 
provided in thisi* Order, as follows:—.

The value of such benefits and advantages 
may be fixed by agreement between the em­
ployer and the workman, and in default of 
or in the absence pf such agreement may be 
regulated, determined, or varied from time 
to time by'the Board.

TABLE OP SUMMER RATES.

MALE V/ORKERS OVER TV/ENTY-ONE 
YEARS OF ACE. ;

Per Per 
Week. Bay.

... 25/- 
... 22/6

Per Overtime 
Hour. Per Hour. 

7M.
3/9 '■ 4|d. 6|d.

4d 6d.

AEBAS.

Group I.
Group'll
Group III. ... 20/-f ' . 3;4 
FEMALE WORKERS OVER EIGHTEEN 

YEARS OF AGE.
AEBAS.^ ■ • ' Per Per

Week. Ba.y. Hour. Per Hour. 
2/6 ■ 3d.

. 2/1 , 2M.
1/8 ■2d.

»ay
4/(2 5d. CONmTTONS.

1. The Minimum. Wage, as set out in the 
Table of Summer Bates shall apply at all 
periods of the year except in the - period, 
from the Monday nearest’, to the 15th of 
November in each year,' and for , thirteen 
weeks thereafter, which shall constitute the 
Winter Period, and to which the Winter 
Minimum Wage shall,apply,

2. The -working week shall he a week of -six
working days. ‘ ■ .

3. The working day for the Summer Period
shall he a. day of ten working hours (exclu­
sive of meal hours). ' ,

4. The ten. working hours may. be agreed 
on between an employer and his workmen, 
but all hours worked over ten hours or

-before 6 a.m..or after 7 p.m.. shall be counted 
as overtime, and paid for at the overtime 
.rate. ■ '

‘6. The’ Winter working day shall be com­
puted at not less than’eight- working hours, 
but may, by agreement, be nine working 
hours or th® full ten working “hours. (All 
being exolrisive of meal hours.)
• 6. Overtime in the. Winter months shall not 
begin until after ~ a working day of ten 
hours has been.worked, hut all .time worked 
over tea hours or before. 6 a.m., or after 7 - 
■p.m.,‘shall be (Counted as overtime and paid 
.for' at the oyertime rates set out in the 
.Table of Summer. Bates. ' •'

7. Nothing, however, shall prevent an .em­
ployer and his men at any period of the 
year outside the Winter months agreeing to 
a Working day of a-lesg number of hours 
than .ten. The Minimum Wage for .such' an 
agreed working day' shall, if the - working 
hours he eight or less, be at the-daily and 
weekly rate$. set out fn.. the.. Table,of, Wipte.r 
mbriths agreeing -to a workiug.day of a less

..number of hours than ten. The/Minimum 
Wage for such an agreed working day shall, 
if the working hours be eight or less, be at 
the daily and weekly rates .set out |n the 
Table of Winter Minimum Bates for a wopk- 
-ing-day of?eight hours, and if the agreed 
working.'day be-over eight and-not exceed­
ing nine hours, the Minimum Wage for- sUch 
agreed working day • shall • be not less than 
the Minimum- Wage payable .for nine hours 

. adobrding -to- the said. Table, ’ If the agreed 
working day be. over nine hours, it shall * bd 
paid-for at the rate provided- for a ten hqur 
day. . Any time worked over the agreed 
number of hours or before'6 a.m, or after,? 
p.m.’shall he counted-as overtime • anh/paid 
for at ihh overtime rates mentioned.

8. In totalling tho’number of hours worked,
any time less than .half an hour. shall be 
taken to be half an hour. - , ,

9. Where .the contract-.of service provides 
for work by the hour, and where on'any day

• i

Per Overtime*

Group I. . ... 
Group II. ... 
Group III. ..

7\X\
ift ,

TABLE OF WINTER RATES.

MALE WORKERS .OVER TWENTY-ONE 
YEARS OF AGE.

Per . Per Per 
Week. Bay. Hour.

ABEAS.

Group I.
For an 8 hours’ day 

9 hours' day 
„ 10 hours’ day

Group II; , '
For an 8 hours’ day

9 hours’day ... 21/6 
„■ 10 lioitra’d.'ay

... Group III. . •
For an 8 hours’day 

9 hour3’‘day 
„ 10 hours’day

- 22/6 3/9 5kd.
4/- 5?(d.

- 4/2 6d.

... 20/6 3/5 5d.
3/7 4§d.

... .22/6 .3/9 4Jd.

... 18/- 3/- ■ 4id. 
•19/- 3/2 . m.

... 20/- 3/4 4d.
FEMALE V/ORKERS OVER EIGHTEEN 

YEARS OF AGE.

9> f •*

AEBAS.

Group I.
For an 8 hours’day ... 13/6 2/3 Sid.

„ 9 hours’ day ... 14/3 2/4^ 5id.
„ 10 houi’s’day • *... 15/-' 2/6 3d.

Group II.
For an 8: hours' day 

- „ 9 hours’day ,
’ . „ 10 hours’day “
Group III.

For an 8 hours’ddy ,
„ 9-hours'day

= „ . 10 hours’ day.

P6r Per Per 
Week. Bay. Hour.

OHAELES H/ (TCONOE,' Chairman 
• .E..M; C'GNNIN(^HAM,. ... ,

KIBBANIN, :
COES. BHOKBBT.
TIMOTHY EABBIGS, ■
M.. O. ETJSSEBL, - . • . -
B.* M. AROHDABB.
WALTER- N-CGBNT, - '
T. B. PONSONBY,

' ' B. ‘A-'-BETBER. ’ ' ■
J. a„ NOBAN -FEBBALB,,Secretly,

14 Bt. • Stephen’s Green, '
Bublin, Novernber. lOth.'lDl?.-.- . r.

11/3 ■ 1/iOi 2id. 
... 11/10 1/111 *2|d. ■
..,•13/6 . 2/1, 2^d.

* •

9/- 2j^d.,

..nor"’ 11 . u. . »«

i^CHEDULE/OF GRdtlPS OF.AREAS ;
.'GROUP,I./

ULSTER.
Where a farm or holding is partly situated 

in one group'and'partly in another.* the 
minimum wage.payable on such a farm.or 
holding'sh air be the riiinimum; wagb applic­
able to the group in which the mam or 
principal ? part mf the farm or holding is 
situate.

In 'reckoning the wage payable in cash to 
a workman the employer may -take credit 

■ for the value of customary. benefits or ad- 
vantages/'other than' cash, not being benefits 

advantages prohibited by law, received 
from him by the workman.

County Antrim, all the - Urban ? Districts, 
and'that'portion of the ,County Antrim ^con­
tained in the Eiir-al Biatric'tp of Ballymoney. 
•Ballymena, • Antrim, • Lisburn,' Agalee, • and 
'the Eural Bistrict of Larne, except the-Bis- 
trict - Electoral; Bifisions' of Ardclinis. ' and 
Glenooy. — • ■

The Co. Borough of Belfast. ■ • • ; ^ 
The Co. Borough of Londonderry. ;’yith 

that' portion of -the County of Londonderryor

'i ■
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i»'i»r»vn. |KVi»v»

included in tli© IDisfcticfe Electoral Diyisions 
of tlie tTjipe^r liberties, and E<?wjer Libertiefi, 

^‘^aterelde, Ardmore, and (^Ien» 
dermot..- , , ■

potmty' . EoT?n, inoln in^ all tbe Urban lot s*
. Eortadown Urban District, Tvitlt that, nor- 
^on ot tbe Oonnt/ Armagh contained in the 
District Electoral Dlylsrons of Portadown 
Bural and OarrowTfcfrack.

Cork contained Ifi the District j5)l®ctor|L| 
DiYisions of Maoloneigh and MashattaglasA 
' Sklbbereen Urban District, tfitli that-por^ 
tion of the w est Biding of Oo. Cork con- 
taiiied. in the Dietriot Elcotoral Division., of 

•-UMbbereen BiU'ah : '
C'lonaMlty Urban District, 'with - that por­

tion <)f the West.Biding of Go, fk^rk contained 
in the District Electoral Division of Olopa- 
kilty BuraL '

j the District Electoral Division of Cavan 
I Bural*
I Oootehill Uihan D str ct, with that, portion, 
} 01 the County Cavan,-contained in itne Dis­

trict Uloctoral Division of Cootchill Bural.

hEIHSTBB.
Oo. Carlow, Including Carlow Urban Dis­

trict,
Co. Kildare, including all the Urban Dis­

tricts.
Lurgan Urban district, with that portion 

|of the County Armagh contained in the
District Electoral Division of Dux*gan Bural, I Co.,Eilhenuy, including all the Urban Dis-

I tricts except the Urban District of Kilkenny,' 
t and'the’Bural Electoral Diyisions adjacent 
. to it reserved to Group B7 and the Kiloulli- 
heen Distriot Eleotoral Division adjacent ,te 
the City of Waterford, reserved.to Group I.

King’s Go., including all the Urban Dis­
tricts, - ' • ■ ■ ' ■ • .

Co, Douth. exc^t, ■the Urban D.lstrictB of 
. Drogheda and Dunaalk, and the Bural 

Areas adjacent to them reserved-to Group I.
, Go. Heath, including all -the UxEan Dis-

CONNAUDHPr
Ballina Urban District, with that portion 

of the County Mayo contained in the 'Die- - 
trict Electoral Divisions- of Ballina Bural 
and Ardnaree South Bural. ’

Ballinasloe Urhsm District, with that por-^ 
tion of the County Galway contained in the • 
District Electoral Division .of BaUihasloe 
Bural.

Castlebar Urban ■ District,' with that pof* 
tion of the County Mayo contained in the 
District Electoral Division . of. Castlebar- 
Bural. . • . •

1,EIMSTER,
_ County Dublin,' including all the Urban
Districts. '

The County Borough of Dublin.
^Co. Kilkeixny, the 'Kilcuiliheen lUstrict 
Electoral Division, adjaecnt to the City of 
iW aterford. .

Drogheda Urban Distriot, with that por­
tion oi the 06. Douth contained in the Dis­
triot. Electoral Divisioins of St. Mary and 
at. Peter’s.:

Dundalk Urban District, witndhut por ion 
lo^f- the Co. Douth contained in the District 

"■ Eleotoral Division of Dundalk Bural.
Kilkenny Urban District, with that per- 

t4on of this Co, Kilkenny (iontained in the 
.District Electoral, ■ Division of Kilkenny 
Bural. ' ,

Wexford Urban Distriot, with that portion 
of the Co. Wexford oontaixied in the District 
Electoral Dlvisipnvof Wexford Bural.

EnnisooTthy Urban Distriot, with that 
part of the 06.' Wexford contained in the 
District Electoral Division of Enniscorthy Bural. ' •

* •

Of the County. Mayo contained in'thA Bis- ; ' trict Electoral Division 
Oo. Boscxjinmoh, the ‘ District El^tbral 

Division of Ox'eagh, adjacent to the towmof 
■ BaUinasloe, and the District Electoral Divi­
sion of Athlone West Bural, adjacent tp the Urban Distract of Athione.

Que^nfs County. '.
Co. Wexford, including all the Urban Dis­

tricts, except the Urban DisM’icts of Wexford 
and Bnniscorthy with the Bural Areas ad­
jacent to'them reserved to Group 1.-
^ Co« Wioklo'iv, including all the Urban Uis-
triotsv

Go, Westmeath, including the Urban Dis­
trict ^of Athlone,' but-excepting thn Bural 
District of Coole. • ^ ^

Granard Erbaii District, with that portion 
Go. DongrfOrd contained in the Dis­

trict Elec^ral Division of Granard Bural.
Dongford Urban District, including that 

P-L ^^^P'^unty Dongford oonta med in
tbe D strict Electoral Division of Dongford- Bural. ' » + .

GB-OUB Ijf, ■
; PJDSTER
bo. Donegal,,the Bural Districts.of Bally4 

shannon, Donegal. Gl6nties, Dunfahaghy^ 
'Innishowen, land Milford,.

• Co. Cavan, except the -Urb n Districts of 
Oatan, GootehiU and Belturbet, add the' 
Bural Areas adjacent to them reserved to Group »II,

f

MUNSTPR,
d?!!© Ocunty Borough of Dimerick. w th 

4hat"-portmn-or-4he-Co. Uimerick contained 
an the District Electoral Divisions of Dime- 
i'iok Korth and South Bural.

The County Borough of Cork, with that 
portion of the Oo. Cork contained in the
District ElBctorid. Divisions of St. Mary’s, _
Blaokrock, and Bishopstown. ^ , 1 Area immediately adjacent t<>''it,"""Jese"rvrd

The Urban District of Queenstown, with to Giwup 1, and the St. Mary’s Blaolror^
thatmortion of the Co Cork oontained in und Bishopstown District Electoral DivlsioS’
the District Electoral Division of Queens- adjacent to'the Co; Borough of Cork jtown Burak , , served to Group 1^^ V^ra,

The Op. [Borough ’of Waterford, w th that Oo. Clare, the Ennis and Dimerick Ko 
portion 9°* ^|^®xf?rd contained in Districts, and the Ennis Urban Dis-the District Electoral Division of Waterford trict. - ^ ^ uioan dis-
^Smel Urban District, with Miat portion ‘' B^sion^^adj^ctot ^the^C^^^

District Elec- 'a^'acent to it reserved to Group I ^ ^ 
toral Division of Tralee Burak ~ido, Waterford, including DungarVan Urban

Distrim,^ but excepting the Bural Area im- 
medxately-adjacent ,to the Co. Borough of 
Waterford .reserved to Group i.
...At^^try Urban District, with that portion

^ft- Gork contained in,- 
I Bural EleotraX Division of Bantry

.KiUarney Urban District, with that- por-' 
Go- Kerry contained n the Bis-- Division of Killarniy Buri. 

^I^dsh U^an Distilct, with that 
V^.U^re contained in the 

Eiectoraklhvision ot Kilrnsh BuraL 
■ Urban District, with ’that portion
of the Od. Kerry contained in the Distr ct 
Electoral Division of Distowel Bural.

Macroom Urban District, with that portionof the Bural Area of the West Biding of oS

MUNSTER.
County Cork East Bidin 

Urban Districts ' LEINSTER,St Boding,Jiiclu i
rt,.,-. X. yt ^ the Biding,. Cavcui, i^uitjDistrict, and the ^Bural 

reserved

ng all the 
except the Op. Dongford, exeeast |he;Urban DiJitriots 

of DongfOrd and, Granard, and the Bural 
Areas adjacent to them reserved to'Group lI. 
. Go. Wcstxnuath, the Bural. Distriot of Ooole.' ■ .re-

MDNSTERw
Go. Kerry, except the Urban Districts of 

Tralee, Killarney^ and Distowel, and 'the 
B.ural Areas adjacent' to'.them reserved 
respectively to Groups I. and lD ' ' •

Co. Cork (West .Biding), .except thQr-Urbau 
Districts of Bantiw. Skibberesn, Olonakiltyi^ and Macroom, and the Bural Areas am 
jacent to them reserved to Group -It,
-Go. Glare, -the Bural Districts of KilrusK 

Eumstymom BalXyvaughan; Cox’ohn, Uilla- - 
dysert, Soariff ah-d Tulla, except the Bural 
Area, adjacent to the Urban District-.of.

. Kilrush reserved .1^ Group JD
CjaNNAMaHT,

2

CONNAUGHT^

Co,. Deitrim.
0^ G'alway, -except the'Urban Districts

to (Jroupa. I. gum II. ,

Group them reserved to
^^ommon. except the District Eiec.

Atw»n.

Sl%. Vistriot of

GBOUP It - t, ••

portion 
District’ ' uester;

County-Antrim/the Ballyca tie ural Di«-»-IfLj A i^fectoral. Divisions
'^ist^ct^^^ -^-encoy in the Darne Bui*al

including all the Urban 
Mie Urban Distiucta of

«« '“ if the Aiand Bundoran. ®niployecfj on Time-work to which or cfesirirlAUrbai?S?tric?^^* lucluding the EnuisMllen affected by any mental nr other*'lnll!m?tv^o!^nhwl1nSi^®j!V*’^ is

including all the Urbaix Hvomen. . the A^t, the expreseion “worKhian .”

' of 1 ' : 14 St. St
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